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I can still remember how anxious I was on my first day at Ardingly, at the beginning of Lower Sixth, after having heard several welcoming 
speeches but the only thing I seemed to remember from them at the time, was that my final exams were in less than two years. Those two 
years have passed, I am done with my exams now and looking back, although at times the academics seemed to predominate my life, 
Ardingly was much more to me than a place which had prepared me for those exams. It is a place which allowed me to pursue my  
interests, whatever they were, to think outside of the box, and most of all, being a boarder, it has become a second home. 

They say time flies when you are having fun and that’s truly what my two years at Ardingly felt like. Everyone has experienced the stress  
of revision and passing deadlines but that seemed to become something minor when considering all the amazing things I’ve been able to  
do here. My service trip to India was definitely one of my Ardingly highlights and also an experience which helped me mature and become 
the person I am now. Some of my favourite days at school were the inter-house competitions. I loved the way that each pupil felt a sense  
of belonging to their boarding house and had tremendous spirit when it came to competing against other houses. 

In retrospect, I can with no doubt say that my time at Ardingly were some of the best years of my life. I greatly owe to Ardingly the kind of 
person I have grown to become. It is not everywhere that you get the balance of outstanding education and a home filled with warm-hearted 
and supportive people, that allowed me to make friendships and memories that I will cherish for my lifetime.
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Welcome
The aim of our alumni relations is for the College to continue being of 
value to all its former pupils, for you to keep in touch with each other 
and re-connect with old friends and with the College itself. To achieve 
this, we aim to work closely with the OA Society to organise events 
and keep you in touch with everything going on at the College. We are 
delighted to welcome OA Georgie Barry who has recently taken over 
as the Alumni Events and Communications Coordinator in succession 
to Lucy Sheehan and Megan Fudge. 

I look forward to working with Georgie on OA events over the  
coming year and to seeing as many of you as possible at them. 

Each generation invents itself, and re-imagines its own future, and this 
has been true of the 2018 leavers. They have been a wonderful group, 
contributing actively in everything from political debate to the thriving 
musical life of the College. Reflecting the increasing diversity of social 
and political opinion in the wider world, they have challenged us to 
maintain open-minded debate and to adapt our own thinking to remain 
relevant for teenagers growing up in their own time and place. As our 
own school days recede in time this may be our greatest challenge, 
particularly those of us working with children in schools.

A great school should be the start of great  
things, not the end. Reading about the exploits  
of recent leavers and young OAs making their  
way in the world brings this home powerfully.  
One recent leaver even posted a picture of himself 
on a journalistic assignment in North Korea, and 
thankfully has since made it back safe and well. 
Others are pursuing all manner of academic, 
business, sporting or creative enterprises,  
using the experiences and friendships gained  
at school as a launch pad for their future lives. 

Ben Figgis  
Headmaster
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Ardingly has been a large part of my life for nearly a decade. Having joined in year four, I have lived through many classes and house 
groups, providing me with the opportunity to integrate with lots of different people. I cannot remember all of my memories during this time 
specifically. That would be impossible. My memories of my time at Ardingly arise passively in the way that I am as a person. Everyone - 
especially at a young age - is influenced by their surroundings. I have been influenced by Ardingly.

I don’t really know what I’m supposed to write for this report, to be honest. All that I will offer is my earliest memory of Ardingly, from  
my taster day back in year three. Taster day students are assigned a buddy in their class to look after them; by first break my buddy had 
abandoned me. I was assigned a new buddy in light on this; by lunch break I was alone again in the playground. This is when James T,  
who wasn’t in my class, came and asked me if I wanted to play with him. My first two buddy’s left Ardingly sometime during the prep  
school; James is still looking after me to this day. 

Ardingly is great because of the people. We have all grown-up together and matured together. Ardingly is just the setting - I’m going  
to miss the people.
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Letters

I am searching for records, articles and photos of the CCF Bugle Band from its inception 
to its termination (possibly 1982?) especially from members of the Bugle Band from 1950 
to 1955.

I was a snare drummer from 1953 to 1955 when Morton was Drum Major and I remember 
seeing several articles and photos of the Bugle Band performing at various special 
occasions in the old “Ardingly Annals” during those years. 

Sadly all those I had were lost (among other things) in transit during the move to Australia 
in 1971. One fellow snare drummer I remember was Richard Gledhill and would like to hear 
from him and any Band members from those years.

Finally does anyone know what happened to all the drums and bugles? I would like to 
purchase one of each.

I am living now in Northern Scotland.

Kind regards,

Captain David J.W. Bowley  
(G & R 1947 - 1955)

CCF BUGLE BAND
Captain David J.W. Bowley 
(G & R 1947 - 1955)
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Letters

A Poem by John Craig

David Harris, who many of you will know taught at Ardingly for 36 years from 1951 - 1987, recently wrote to 
us with his fond memories of John Craig (1929 - 2003), who taught here for a similarly amazing innings of 
34 years until 1985. We asked to include them in this Ardinian, as no doubt many OAs will share in many 
of these happy reminiscences of ‘a truly remarkable schoolmaster’. Please see below the poem written  
by John during the tedious hours of exam invigilation, and no doubt it contains some familiar names. 

‘Rachel has urged  
me to recall some of the 
pranks which the bachelor 
masters in School House 
got up to in the Fifties. JEC, 
PHM (Patrick Molony) and I 
had bed sitting-rooms at 
the end of School House, 
and we were looked after 

by Mrs Hole, widow of former Sergeant-Major Hole, who also lived on 
the same landing. Mrs Hole was a motherly soul who served us well, 
but she did not always appreciate the tricks we played on each other! 
Two particular incidents stand out in my mind:

1) John had a habit of wailing Ghurkhali songs in his bath at night.  
On one occasion, after Dormitory ‘lights out’, probably about 
10.30, I stood outside the locked door of the bathroom, teasing 
him, possibly emulating his singing. Suddenly he crept out of his 
bath, opened the door with a flourish, and confronted me face  
to face, dripping water, completely unclad and of a furious 
countenance. I was completely taken off my guard, and let out  
a loud piercing shriek! John quickly withdrew and Mrs Hole came  
out of her adjacent bedroom, terrified, as she thought that a murder 
had taken place (someone had recently made an attempt on the life 
of Mr Crisp, Catering Manager); prefects appeared and I was left 
standing at the bathroom door. This was perhaps the most 
embarrassing moment of my career at Ardingly. 

2) Another incident involving long-suffering Mrs Hole! One Saturday 
evening, John and I knew that PHM had gone out. We got Mrs 
Hole’s cylinder vacuum cleaner, put it in Patrick’s bed and wired  
it up to the light fitting. When he entered his room late at night,  
he switched on the light, the room remained in darkness and a 
moaning noise issued from the vacuum cleaner hidden in his bed.  
It must have been quite scary! Sadly however I had inadvertently 
set the vacuum cleaner to ‘blow’ and the contents had disgorged 
itself into the bed, to the extreme annoyance of PHM and poor  
Mrs Hole. I took some time living that down…’

John was an enduringly popular member of staff. David says…’In 
losing John, we have lost a very dear friend and colleague. The College 
and his pupils were indeed his very life, and I am saddened by the fact 
that he did not have a happier retirement, marred as it was by ill health 
and the act that he was unable to fulfil his ambition to end his days 
serving others in India.’ 

Many will know that John had a Ghurka godson, Kamal, to whom  
he was very attached; Kamal was a faithful friend, and he visited John 
regularly when he was in a nursing home and latterly in hospital. John 
took a great interest in the Ghurka Museum in Winchester, and when 
he was more mobile he took turns in supervising the museum. 

We will all remember dear John with the greatest affection;  
it was a privilege to serve alongside such a truly wonderful and  
exceptional person.’ 

MEMORIES OF JOHN CRAIG
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Sport and Social

OA FOOTBALL

It’s been an astonishing year for the Old Ardinian Football squad,  
and change was already in the air in September when a side led  

by new captain Jack Bowman shocked the College, storming to a 5-0 
victory, despite an extremely competitive home team. Standing on the 

Upper afterwards, holding the Andrew Grieves Memorial Trophy,  
Jack announced the OAs would be re-entering the  

Arthurian League, and told supporters to  
expect something new this season. 

Here are the match reports from our games against the Old Kingstonians and the Old 
Amplefordians. Many thanks to Adam Pollard and Charlie Baldock for such vivid reporting! 
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Sport and Social

9th December 2017  
Old Ardinians v Old Amplefordians 
WON: 1-1, went to penalties, WON: 3-1 

Report: Charlie Baldock
Yesterday saw the OAs march on into the next round. We created a 
number of chances in the first half, but couldn’t capitalise. Credit to the 
Old Amplefordians keeper who had a great game. The back 4 looked 
well in control, with James Howard making his debut for the season  
at RB and had a solid game. The ever reliable Henry Sims, Captain, 
was at LB (not in the changing room) and played really well, effectively 
supporting Charlie Pinkney. The CB pairing of Sam Haydn and Adam 
Pollard looked inseparable, with their distribution emulating the likes of 
John Stones. However, 10 minutes before half time, the ball appeared 
to go out of play for an Ardingly throw, only for the referee to wave play 
on. This decision was a huge turning point in the game, as the ball was 
played over the top and Sam Haydn made a crunching challenge in 
the penalty area, but the referee thought otherwise and pointed to  
the penalty spot! 1-0 Old Amplefordians.

During the second half, we continued to keep the ball well, putting 
Barcelona to shame. Alex Will had their LB (who should of stayed in 
the changing room) at sixes and sevens the whole game and Charlie 
Pinkney put some great crosses in from the Left Wing. Charlie Kay and 
Charlie Baldock complimented each other really well in Centre Midfield. 
Charlie Kay did a great job supporting the front 2, with Charlie Baldock, 
youngest player on the pitch, kept the ball well and broke up the play 
superbly. 1 to look out for for the future. Controversially, 1 of the Old 
Amplefordians players seemed to elbow Henry Sims in the chest, 
which the referee didn’t spot (summing up his performance really). 
Henry did well not to react. Mid-way through the second half, Charlie 
Pinkney put a delightful cross into the box, which fell to Luca Galelli’s 
feet, who kept his composure and slotted the ball home to make it 
1-1. Game on! Luca Galelli caused havoc to both of their CB’s and 
was unlucky not to have a penalty. His strike partner, Harry Clark, who 
is a GK by trade, did nothing wrong to damage his ego. Neither side 
could find a winner after 90 minutes so it went to Extra Time.

Both teams were on their last legs in Extra Time, with a few players 
pulling up for cramp. Chances were few and far between, although 
Jack Haydon made an unbelievable save towards to end of the  
match to keep the scoreline at 1-1 and send it to penalties.

We won the penalty shootout 3-1, which Charlie Pinkney, Charlie 
Baldock and Luca Galelli all scoring their penalties! Adam Pollard 
unfortunately rattled the crossbar. Credit must go to Jack Haydon, 
who saved 3 of Old Amplefordians penalties. Shout out goes to  
Ben who was our only fan. Legend.

MOTM: Jack Haydon

If you would like to get involved with OA football, please contact  
Jack Bowman on jaba.bowman@btinternet.com.

26th November 2017 
Old Ardinians v Old Kingstonians 
WON: 3-2

Report: Adam Pollard 
Big win for the lads today! A solid start saw us take an early lead 
thanks to some tikka takka football down the right. Alex Will with a 
sumptuous cross over to the far post with a lurking Charlie Pinkney to 
tap in. A deep cross into the back post saw them level thanks to the 
thigh of their CB. Only for the OAs to persist with playing some lovely 
football, this time down the left with Henry Sims and Pinkney interlinking 
only for Pinkers to return the favour for Alex Will with a pin point cross 
to the back stick... and what a finish it was... a looping header deceiving 
the goalie and caressing the back of the net. Second half was a quieter 
affair, not a lot happening until the double SS right hand side of Sam 
and Sam linking well to link up with the ‘never surrender’ attitude of 
Luca Galelli bundling the ball through to the box and slotting in bottom 
right. A late consolation from the Old Kingstonians saw a nervy last  
10 mins but we held on. A good win all round and some tired lads  
by the end of it.
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After the monsoon the day before, it was eventually a very fine afternoon at West Sussex Golf Club for the 
annual golf match between Ardingly College and the Old Ardinians, and a great success in the bright sunshine.

Congratulations to the young team 
from the College who played very 
well and won the match by the 
narrowest of margins, with just 
one point separating the teams. 

So for another year, the William 
Gibbs Trophy will reside at the 
College! As many will know, the 

trophy was presented by the Gibbs 
family 2016, in memory of Bill 
Gibbs, who was an outstanding 
Ardinian golfer for over 45 years 
and the best Secretary that the 
Old Ardinians have ever had.

The fine wood base for the 
trophy was hand turned in  
West Sussex from a section of a 
walnut tree that grew for over 70 
years on the edge of where the 
Headman’s Garden is today. It 
was felled by a storm in December 

1976 and two of the logs from 
the tree were salvaged, sawn to 
planks and seasoned for 30 years.

Interestingly the tree grew from one 
of several young saplings given in 
1905 to Ardingly College by Lord 
Wakehurst, the then owner of 
Wakehurst Place, as the College 
was growing and developing its 
grounds before the First World 
War. It was an American Walnut 
tree, with the saplings being 
grown from seed gathered from 

the American walnut tree planted 
in 1850 in the Oxford Botanic 
Gardens, (which is the oldest 
American walnut tree in the U.K.). 
As is well known, the Wakehurst 
Place collection has many unusual 
trees from other countries.

Many thanks to the players 
representing the Old Ardinians, 
they were: 

Sport and Social

WILLIAM GIBBS TROPHY 

Following the usual saga of pulling a team together, we 
managed for a change to comply with the regulations 
of only 3 ringers (non OAs), putting to sea with 7 
OAs and motored over to Cowes on the evening  
of Friday 13th October – we’re not superstitious, 
although so far no one has tried to bring a cat  
on board and whistling is still frowned upon.

With a favourable tide we were mooring up in Cowes marina in a couple 
of hours and following a couple of beers and a burger in the Harbour 
Kitchen, where Michael had secured a private room upstairs, we all 
turned in early, with most of the all-male crew sleeping on the boat,  
as Beneteau F40’s are fairly spacious. Harry Truscott once again kindly 
provided addition accommodation on his Westerly Centaur ‘Unity’. 

This year’s team

Tom Munday and Nick Hilsden foredeck
Michael Hlavaty masthead
Andrew Clunie pit
Kevin Jenkins upwind trim
Richard (Harry) Truscott downwind trim
Richard Kirchner  mainsail
David Macdonald helm
Anton Pruden navigation
Martin Pascoe skipper & tactics

While most of the crew tucked into bacon butties and coffees from 
Tiffin’s the appropriately named local sandwich shop, the skipper and 
helm attended the race briefing at 8:00 on the Saturday morning and 
following a slight delay, while the race organisers wondered if there 

would be enough wind to enable racing to take place we got underway. 
In a repeat of 2016, there was field of 24, although this year no school 
had entered more than 1 team, with 9 serious contenders having put 
in a day’s practice on the Friday. The racing followed the tried and 
tested format of twice round the cans (actually inflatable buoys about  
a metre cubed), starting with a beat to windward, which is a safer 
opening option than a downwind run as spinnakers take up a lot  
of space and the yachts are less manoeuvrable. 

On the start line, we’re still a bit timid, stemming from a lack of  
practice together, but we didn’t follow the herd beating north towards 
Southampton in search of the more favourable tide and at the first 
buoys we were in contention finishing a respectable 6th.

 Fired	up	by	this	early	success,	we	followed	the	
same	less	popular	tactic	and	managed	4th	based	
on	some	fairly	slick	spinnaker	hoists	–	this	is	
serious	as	the	top	4	finishers	go	into	match	racing	
on	the	Sunday	and	are	guaranteed	silverware.	

6th in the third race went to our heads and after a poor start we finished 
10th in the last race of the day, just escaping the match racing but along 
with Dulwich, we would be favourites for the fleet racing on the Sunday.

The Royal Corinthian Yacht Club were unable to accommodate us this 
year, so the traditional 3 course dinner was held in the Cowes Yacht 
Haven, where we were berthed, so less of a walk. A good time was 
had by all, with Andrew’s girlfriend also joining us for the dinner. The 
following morning, the top 4 boats (Abingdon, Norwich, Charterhouse 
and Cheltenham) having disappeared off to Osborne Bay for the match 
racing, the remaining 18 boats prepared for the 2 Sunday races and as 
the wind picked up, the sailing became more exciting.

However we made a poor start in the first race, finishing 12th, but we 
saved the best till last, finishing 2nd behind Dulwich, just out of the 
silverware but who knows next year. 

Thanks to all the team for contributing to another exhilarating  
weekend at sea, well in the Solent so not exactly out of sight  
of land. Any OAs interested in sailing are encouraged to contact 
davidmacdonald127@btinternet.com well before next year’s Trophy. 

THE ARROW TROPHY 2017
David Macdonald (JS & E 1963 – 1971)

If you would like to get involved in OA Golf, please contact Simon Chapman on schapman@norex.co.uk. We are pleased to offer concessions to under 25s.

Jack Haydon
Charlie Baldock
Philip Payze
Nick Smith

Guy Dixon
Robert Wood
Simon Chapman
Graeme Bennett



 7

Sport and Social

This year’s OA day was blessed by spectacular weather and thanks to a  
long period of excellent weather leading up to the day, the pitch was in great 
condition. Unfortunately due to the World Cup, there was a noticeably low 
turnout around the College and rather than a full day of cricket, a morning T20 
was played which, considering the perfect conditions, seemed a bit wasteful. 

The OAs batted first and Harry Rollings and Harry 
Clark looked to get off to a flyer. There was some 
good running between the wickets and some lusty 
blows before Clark was dismissed by Paul McCarthy 
for a quick-fire 27 thanks to an excellent running 
catch over the shoulder of Huzzy Khan, who also 
bowled a very tight first over and very decent spell. 
Dom Morgan bowled a very good 4 overs too. Sam 
Cooper came to the crease looking to continue the 
high run rate and couldn’t quite get going like he did 
last year and was held out in the deep. Alex Clark 
came to the crease with the instructions to entertain 
and create fireworks. His walk out to the middle 
was a confident one and there was a feeling of 
optimism amongst the team. He took his guard, 
eyed up the short boundary and in the flash of an 
eye was clean bowled and reluctantly trudged back 
to the pavilion. 

 As	Alex	was	walking	off,	Ben	Harris	
was	casually	stood	looking	on,	tea	
in	hand,	only	to	be	reminded	that	
he	was	in	next.	

Captain Courtney Austin, the batsmen to follow 
Harris was digging his kit out the car on the other 
side of the pitch and chatting to fans on the 
boundary. After an embarrassing wait, Harris 
eventually made his way to the crease and set 
about his work, rotating the strike well to get the 
form batsman Rollings on strike, who continued to 
put the Ardingly bowlers to the sword, displaying a 
high quality of stroke play. Courtney Austin followed 
Harris and continued the good work and then OA 
debutant Ed Phelps made in his words, “an 
agricultural 12” before being brilliantly run out by 
star player, Tom Clark. Rollings batted most of the 
innings and finished on a superbly made 74, leaving 
the OA’s on 163 after their 20 overs. The total could 

have been much higher if it wasn’t for the excellent 
standard of fielding from the college. 

Joe Waller and Louis Evans opened the bowling 
and bowled plenty of good deliveries and at  
good pace. 

 However,	they	were	no	match	for	
Ardingly	opener	Tom	Clark,	who	is	
quite	possibly	one	of	the	finest,	if	
not	the	finest	cricketer	the	college	
has	ever	seen.	

He played a wide range of impressive shots, hit  
with formidable power, well beyond the years of a 
17 year old. Boundaries were coming at a rapid 
pace and I feared for the rooms at the top of 
Godwin House as many tiles were displaced  
during his brutal knock. 

The OAs turned to their premier spinners in Sam 
Rattle and Ross Vasani but even they were no 
match for Clark as he continued his onslaught. The 
game was rapidly running away from the OAs and 
Tom Clark was retired on 81 after some convincing 
and heroic negotiations from Courtney Austin and 
Harry Clark.

Clarks ‘dismissal’ lifted the OAs and some fine  
spin bowling from Rattle, Vasani and Harry Clark 
restricted the Ardingly batsmen. Wickets started  
to fall as pressure continued to build and the game 
was set for a tight finish. Wicket keeper Ed Phelps 
pulled off 3 very solid stumpings along the way and 
Alex Clark bowled a couple of excellent overs at the 
death, picking up a wicket at a crucial moment. The 
1st XI finished 15 runs short in the end which was  
a valiant effort considering the total that was set. A 
great game in the end with some highly entertaining 
and high quality cricket. 

2018 OA Team 
Courtney Austin (c)
Harry Clark
Edward Phelps (wk)
Alex Clark
Harry Rollings
Sam Cooper
Ross Vasani 
Louis Evans
Sam Rattle
Joe Waller
Alex Summerfield
Ben Harris 

OA DAY CRICKET 
Harry Clark (E 2008 - 2013)

 nyone that  
wishes to get involved for 
future OA cricket events contact 
harryinnesclark@gmail.com or 
courtneydjaustin@me.com

A
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Sport and Social

REUNION

VETERANS’ DAY 2017

The College were delighted to welcome back OAs 
for Veterans’ Day in September. It was a day of firsts 
in many instances; opportunity for our new Chair of 
the Development Committee, Robert Haynes Brown 
(who is also a parent of an OA) to address OAs on 
our latest building projects, as well as a chance to 
introduce our new Chaplain Adrian Stark-Ordish, 
who led the Chapel Service before Lunch.

We were also excited to demonstrate our two new online platforms  
– A C Global Connect, our new online alumni platform, and the new 
Archives website, developed by Andrea King, which you can view at 
http://ardinglycollege.daisy.websds.net/ To top it off, attendees enjoyed 
a short recital before lunch by Sixth Former Simon Walton, who played 
Brahms’s Intermezzo op.118 no.2, and Chopin’s Nocturne op.15 no.2, 
to much applause. Having heard the quality of playing, OAs will not be 
surprised to hear that Simon has gone on to undertake a Short Term 
Music Programme in Piano performance at Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama during his gap year.

Thank you to all who attended, we look forward to seeing you again  
on the 25th September 2018!
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Sport and Social

REUNION

OAs in Devon enjoyed their annual West Country reunion in 
September. From left - Ken Gibbs, Nigel Knight, Geoffrey Jackson, 
Maureen Kelsey, Wendy Knight, David Kelsey and Tony Gibbs. 
Many thanks to David for sending along this picture! 
Last year we were also delighted to receive evidence of an OA Society of Finland 
(membership 2!) – if you and your contemporaries meet up in any corner of the globe  
for a drink now and then, send us a postcard, or better still, a picture!

On the afternoon of Sunday 27th May, the Alumni 
Department had the pleasure of welcoming a small 
– but delightful! – group of Old Boys back to the 
College who had graduated between 1967 and 1969. 

The day commenced in the Masters’ Dining Room with tea, coffee, 
reminiscing and a much-needed catch up! The Boys then had a chance 
to look over some photographs and archives from the 1950s and 60s 
provided by the College’s archivist, Andrea King. A lovely luncheon was 
provided and thoroughly enjoyed – particularly the ‘Lardy Cake’, a treat 
well-remembered by the Old Boys and, for many, the highlight of the day! 

The party then went on a tour of the whole College which included 
singing their old, pre-dinner ‘Grace’ as a chorus in the Dining Hall, 
seeing the changes that have been made to boarding since the 60s 
– no more shared dormitories and baths, the eldest students are now 
afforded the luxury of private en-suite bedrooms! – seeing recent 
developments such as the new Strength & Conditioning Centre and 
the current development project, the STEM building. The group also 
shared plenty of stories of all the mischief which went on around the 
school during their time there!

I would like to mention and thank the Old Ardinian, Mr Richard Howell 
(Hilton, 1968) for initially getting in touch with the College to organise 
this charming event. If any OAs would like to discuss organising their 
own OA reunions or other OA events please do not hesitate to get in 
touch: georgie.barry@ardingly.com

DEVON REUNION

50 YEAR REUNION 

OA Day 2018 enjoyed just about the best weather 
it has ever had, with temperatures reaching the high 
20s on the Green. Guests began in the Marquee 
and on the Terrace with tea and the usual  
archives exhibition. 

Meanwhile Companions enjoyed a Crypt service from Father Adrian 
Stark-Ordish and a champagne reception in the Common Room to 
welcome new members. 

 As	the	Cricket	drew	to	a	close	guests	returned	to	
the	Marquee	for	a	Pimms	lunch	serenaded	by	six	
College	musicians	playing	a	wide	range	of	jazz	
and	classical	piano.	

Later on the England v Panama World Cup match provided another 
kind of entertainment, the 6-1 victory making the atmosphere particularly 
buoyant in the Marquee. Tours and afternoon tea followed, and the 
day was brought to a close by a superb Evensong by Director of 
Music, Richard Stafford. 

Our thanks as always must go to Catering for the superb spread  
and outstanding service. See you next year! 

OA DAY 2018
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World of Ardinians

ADIB CHOWDHURY
(E & WB 2004 - 2010)

Adib’s passion for social documentary photography and his academic background 
in Conflict Studies has led him all over the world. In 2017, he travelled to the 
Bangladesh-Burma border and began photographing the huge upheaval of the 
Rohingya. Adib’s work in the region is compiled in his first solo exhibition, but the 
project goes beyond photography – ‘Letters From Arakan’ gathers the stories of 
survivors in their own words and brings us face to face with the victims of the crisis. 

‘The origin of this story is rooted in the context of over 100 years of 
historical British colonial rule in the area covering what is now Burma 
and Bangladesh. In defiance to decades of lacking basic citizenship 
rights by a state which fails to recognise the Rohingya as an official 
ethnic group of Burma, The Arakan Rohyingya Salvation Army launched 
attacks on Burmese police bases in October 2016, and again in 
August 2017. After years of the Rohingya being effectively stateless in 
their historical land, formerly called Arakan, the Burmese government 
responded by stationing military outposts near Rohingya villages. Since 
the recent attack, the Burmese military, alongside Buddhist nationalist 
militias espousing the extremist teachings of the monk Ashin Wirathu, 
commenced “counter-terrorist clearance operations” on Rohingya 
villages on August 25th 2017. What ensued was the forcible displacement 
of 480,000 Rohingya in less than a month. It is the heaviest flow of 
forced migration of people since the Rwandan genocide and has  
been labelled by the UN as ‘Ethnic cleansing.’ 

I documented what was happening along the Bangladesh-Burma 
border but felt the Rohingya’s voices were lacking in my coverage. I 
then began collecting testimonies of survivors by working on a portrait 
series as I made my way through camps, roadsides, hospitals and 
paddy fields. I compiled audio clips and hand-written letters, to form  

a visual testimony of the accounts that took place just before,  
and following, the violence that August 25th unfurled. 

	 Many	of	the	accounts	are	almost	too	horrific		
to	grasp,	yet	these	accounts	correspond	with	
interviews	also	taken	by	Amnesty	International	
and	Human	Rights	Watch,	with	the	same	reports	
of	village	razes,	shooting,	mass	graves,	appearing	
time	and	time	again.

The hand-written letters portray their emotions, but also highlight the 
underlying hardship faced under years of neglect by the state, which 
placed little emphasis on education in the area. Often the sentences 
are broken but audio clips were recorded to ensure accuracy of the 
translations. The information gathered informs us as to where, and 
when, the incidents took place, and to their nature. In the grey boxes 
you will find the direct translations of the text of audio clips, and in the 
black is the contect of the events that made them flee. 

At the heart of this is their voice. I asked them to convey whatever they 
wished to the Burmese government or the international community. 
This is what they said: 

Local districts across Bangladesh have pooled together food and clothing for the Rohingya. The distribution methods are 
ineffective with deliveries throwing the supplies off huge trucks into the sea of Rohingyas who then wrestle for supplies. 
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Smoke rises from a house just metres away in the ‘no mans land’ between 
Burma and Bangladesh. 

Noor, 32 - 6 month old twins
Maungdaw

Nur Mohammed, 75
Kor Khali, Maungdaw, Burma

A boat filled with Rohingya arrives at Shah Porir Dwip. 

	“	We	are	citizens	of	Burma.	Aung	Sung	Suu	Kyi	
can	save	our	citizenships	and	keep	us	in	our	land	
but	she	gave	power	to	the	hands	of	the	Army	
Chief	Min	Aung	Hlaing,	and	in	doing	so	gave		
him	the	power	to	kill	us.	

	 	 When	the	military	find	us	in	the	open,	they	shoot	
brush	(indiscriminate)	fire	at	us,	old	people,	children,	
women,	everyone	gets	hit	by	the	bullets.	They	
raped	them.	They	raped	the	women.	They	burnt	
our	villages	to	the	ground.	The	villages	are	gone.	

	 We	are	Rohingya,	our	home	is	Arakan.	We	will	
only	go	back	if	they	(the	Burmese	government)	
can	accept	us	as	Rohingya.”

	“	A	while	back	the	Burmese	government	gave	us	
assurance	that	they	will	give	us	citizenship	rights,	
but	they	lied.	We	demanded	the	citizenship	rights	
should	be	granted	to	our	Rohingya	identity	but	
they	denied	it	and	they	tortured	us	cruelly	for	it.	
We	cannot	have	our	Rohingya	identity	in	Burma,	
but	others	outside	accept	us	as	Rohingya.	
Burma	has	always	been	our	home.	And	now	as	
we	ask	for	the	right	to	our	identity	again,	the	
government	launches	attacks	on	us	again.	They	
burn	our	villages,	they	force	us	to	leave	our	land,	
even	Aung	Sun	Suu	Kyi	does	not	accept	us	our	
rights	despite	supporting	her	previous	years.”
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My initial job role was to manage Xavier Project’s volunteer programme 
and provide on-going consultation to volunteers during their placements. 
This meant linking up their skills with particular groups of refugees 
where it would be most beneficial for both the children and volunteers. 
With this I ran the two guesthouses in Uganda and Kenya where visitors 
and volunteers stayed. As time went on I became more involved and 
interested in their frontline work, and began teaching English and 
providing pastoral care to Congolese, Burundi, South Sudanese  
and Rwandan refugees. 

	 I	started	to	work	directly	with	the	UNHCR	and	the	
Red	Cross,	to	implement	teacher	training	courses	
in	local	schools	which	had	up	to	three	quarters	of	
their	students	as	refugees.

For example, explaining how teachers can work and teach from  
their own experience, and promoting no physical discipline towards 
their students. I wrote newsletters from different educational hubs that 
Xavier Project ran, and included pieces from refugees and information 
on the work we were doing for donors to see.

	 It	was	both	an	incredibly	interesting	and		
shocking	time	to	be	living	and	working	in	these	
two	countries. 

Uganda has one of the world’s most compassionate refugee polices,  
it has an open border and once migrants arrive they enjoy the rights to 
travel and work. But it’s putting a huge strain on the country, which in 

turn directly impacts the refugees. Uganda has overtaken Kenya and  
has the biggest refugee camp in the world, Bidi Bidi, which is deemed 
to be at breaking point. Kenya has similar struggles with what is now 
the second largest refugee camp, and since late 2013 the security 
situation in Kenya has been adversely affected by several terrorist 
attacks for which the Somalia-based Al Shabaab group has  
claimed responsibility. 

	 There	are	continuous	threats	by	the	Kenyan	
government	to	shut	down	their	refugee	settlements	
which	would	cause	mass	displacement	and	
problems	for	the	refugees	and	Kenyan	people.	
Witnessing	first	hand	these	international	issues	
was	both	moving	and	eye	opening.

It was an incredible experience, which helped give me insight into what 
I am passionate about in my life. Moving out to a new country on your 
own and starting a new job is undoubtedly daunting, but something I 
would highly recommend. From just six months of experience I have a 
completely different outlook on these issues and if an opportunity like  
it arises, in my opinion, it would be a mistake not to take it.

If you would like more information on Xavier Projects or would like to 
donate, please go to http://xavierproject.org/

Ellie recently joined the College as Sales Administrator for Ardingly 
Projects, contact ellie.meagher@ardingly.com

Before graduating from the University of York in the summer of 2017, I applied for a job as a volunteer 
coordinator in Kenya for 6 months. I worked for ‘Xavier Project’, a charity aiming to increase access to 
relevant and quality formal education in a safe environment for refugee children. The charity had offices  
in Kenya and Uganda, and my time was split between the two. 

WORKING WITH REFUGEES IN KENYA & UGANDA 
Ellie Meagher (M, J & WG 2007 – 2013)

World of Ardinians
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Konstantin had not even been gone a year  
before he was back on the Ardingly radar for  
his volunteering work in Africa. We knew we  
had to get in touch to see what he was up to… 

I spent three months volunteering with Solutions for Life Initiative  
– Ghana, a non-government organisation which aims to provide 
education and medical care, especially to the vulnerable members  
of society such as girls and young mothers so that they have a  
chance to make changes for future generations.

I was staying in the local orphanage while working in a children’s 
hospital and a teaching hospital. While there I was given the 
responsibility to perform a number of procedures such as setting up 
and starting IV drips and drawing blood. Both learning opportunities I 
could have only dreamt of having these learning opportunities in my 
training at hospitals back home. 

	 On	top	of	those	skills,	I	gained	an	invaluable	
appreciation	for	cultural	differences	and	the	need	
to	respect	the	different	traditions,	ways	of	doing	
things	and	lifestyles	of	other	people.	I	think	that	
this	will	help	me	in	my	future	career	because	I	can	
better	empathise	with	patients’	different	cultural	
and	religious	practices	and	worldviews.

I was very lucky to be involved in a program where all the money 
invested goes towards food, restoration and buying things for the 
orphans and school children. They could always use more help, however, 
as they are dealing with diseases that we would be unlikely to come 
across at home with hospital and teaching levels that are very basic.  
I have had a number of patients pass away which has been very 
upsetting but also shows the importance of volunteering schemes  
like SFLIG. 

	 In	Europe	we	are	used	to	having	easily	
accessible,	top	quality	healthcare	whenever	we	
need	it	and	it	is	easy	to	forget	just	how	fortunate	
we	really	are.	This	charity	and	others	like	it	have	
really	shown	me	the	importance	of	sharing	our	
knowledge	and	skills	with	people	who	might		
not	otherwise	benefit	from	it.	

The local people have very little knowledge of anything outside of 
Ghana and would hugely benefit from any volunteers from abroad to 
provide the charity with broader education and more medical care. You 
can apply to volunteer with Solutions for Life Initiative – Ghana and get 
more information on their other programs at http://www.sflig.org/

All in all I had a fantastic time, while gaining hands-on knowledge and 
experience which I will take with me into my future studies and career.  
I would recommend to anyone considering studying medicine to get 
some practical experience as it will set you apart from other applicants 
and give you a pragmatic understanding that other students may not 
have where better to do it than in a place where the help is so 
desperately needed and appreciated?

World of ArdiniansWorld of ArdiniansWorld of Ardinians

TRAVEL

A MEDIC ABROAD 
Konstantin Krome (A & WG 2012 - 2017)
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The College was immensely proud to hear that OA Captain Lucy Tardrew 
marked International Women’s Day this year by piloting a Virgin Atlantic  
flight from Gatwick to Orlando with an all-female crew.

Lucy has been a captain with Virgin for 23 years 
and wanted to be a pilot from the year she left 
Ardingly, in 1984. Lucy wanted to join the RAF, but 
as she said to the Independent ‘they weren’t taking 
girls at the time’. Unperturbed she travelled to the 
US where she trained and became a flying instructor. 
On her return to the UK she began flying night mail, 
executive jets and air ambulances. Finally, in 1995, 
Lucy joined Virgin. 

Women have been flying since the dawn of  
aviation, and yet over one hundred years later 
female pilots only make up around 4.5 percent of 
commercial pilots in the UK. The gender pay gap 
enquiry has revealed a serious imbalance in the 
piloting world; Ryanair for instance only employs 
eight female pilots. 

Lucy cites education as the reason why fewer  
pilots are female. ‘There aren’t enough female role 
models for schoolchildren to think, ‘I’m going to 
become an airline pilot.’ She also said that 
confidence is key: 

 “	From	my	perspective,	if	you’re	
confident	and	you	can	do	the	job,	
you’re	a	pilot.	It	doesn’t	matter	
whether	you’re	male	or	female.”	

In recent years steps have been taken to balance 
industries that have been historically male dominated. 
The campaign group WISE, for instance, energises 
industries to ‘increase the participation, contribution 
and success of women in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics.’ Role models, as 
Lucy said, also come into the equation. Former 
managing director of Penguin, Helen Fraser, said in 
an article for the Guardian, ‘Given that the top ranks 
of law, academia, policing and politics still seem 
stuck at a figure of about 20% for women at the 
top, it is particularly crucial for young women to find 
successful women who can be those role models.’ 

It’s why we’re proud to count Lucy as one of our 
alumni, as someone inspiring generations of young 
women to defy cultural trends and, literally, take off! 



16

World of Ardinians

MAMMA MIA! HERE WE GO AGAIN
Josh Williams (E & WB 2004 - 2012)

HARD SUN 
Jojo Macari (E 2010 - 2013) 

ARTS

Josh Williams has been going from 
success to success recently so we 
reached out to ask all about his 
recent achievements…
Now going by his stage name, Josh Dylan has had 
a very busy few years, starting with a two month run 
of Somerset Maugham’s Sheppey at the Orange 
Tree Theatre in late 2016 and early 2017. Josh’s role 
as Sheppey’s future son-in-law, Ernie, caught the eye 
of the established WhatsOnStage website which 
acknowledged Josh for his ‘superb’ performance 
(see Ardinian 2017 for Lara Marshall’s review!) 

	 The	performance	also	went	on	to	
win	him	the	OFFIE	award	for	Best	
Supporting	Actor.	That	same	year	
Hollywood	blockbuster,	Allied,	was	
released	starring	Brad	Pitt,	Marion	
Cotillard	and	our	very	own	Josh	Dylan!

Josh has not stopped there, however, and will be 
featuring in two films in 2018. Firstly working with 
Oscar-nominated director Lenny Abrahamson on his 
new film ‘The Little Stranger’ and also appearing in 
the highly anticipated sequel to the hit musical movie, 
Mumma Mia!, which was released in July. Josh is playing 
the younger version of the acclaimed actor Stellan 
Skarsgård’s character, Bill; a huge feat in itself! 

Huge congratulations to Josh on all his 
accomplishments thus far and we look  
forward to seeing what is yet to come!

Jojo enjoyed an impressive debut  
in 2015 in school-set drama A Level 
Playing Field at the Jermyn Street 
Theatre – playwright Jonathan Lewis 
discovered Jojo for the role in his 
father’s music shop. Later that year 
he played Claudio in the complex 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
Desperate Measures, reworked  
into 1960’s London. 

Since then he’s had parts in series’ such as 
Endeavour and most recently, a major role in Hard 
Sun, a ‘hellish new thriller about two detectives who 
track down a flash drive containing government 
secrets about the impending apocalypse’ (Interview 
Magazine) starring Jim Sturgess and Agyness Deyn. 
Deyn and Sturgess are pursued by MI5 operatives 
who try to silence them as they uncover the truth. 
Meanwhile Jojo plays Deyn’s son, Daniel Renko, 
and critics have praised his intense portrayal of  
the disturbed teenager. Their relationship offers 
another dark facet to the twisted thriller. 

We’d like to wish all the best to Jojo as his  
career progresses!
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ARTS

Si-Xing Season Cheng has been developing her  
own artistic style with jewellery pieces over the 
recent years and wrote to us detailing her inspirations 
towards her innovative project, ‘Made in China’. 

“My collection is closely related to personal experiences during these 
six years in the UK. I have encountered racism quite often, random 
people on the street flip you a bird and call me chink, yell go back to 
china at me etc. Why in a technologically advanced society, where 
everyone can easily acquire knowledge from the internet, there are still 
misunderstandings between cultures, people still judge a book by its 
cover. Just because I look different, do I deserve to be made fun of 
when I am just walking down the street? I sort of got used to it but  
at the same time I am so fed up with it. 

I kept questioning myself until learning an academic term “cultural 
appropriation”, where, in the global village, cultures started to merge 
together like there is a melting pot, which makes the origin barely able 
to be seen; it seems that appropriating other cultures is very common. 
However, I definitely feel uncomfortable to realize my own heritage, my 
own culture that has been fading away under the “global development”. 
The large sea of cultures and identities has suddenly been diluted into 
shallow swamps and broken into vague fragments; but the most 
painful truth is there are people believing these remains are the whole 
image. Hence I used elements of glitch and pixilation to be the main 
backbone of the whole collection, to visualize this occurrence. 
Therefore I have pixelated the iconic Chinese jewellery jade  
bangle and pearl necklaces in order to represent the idea.

On the other hand I wanted to introduce another element – labels,  
into my collection. By reason of labelling and stereotyping are infested 
in media, I would like to pin point about how absurd, and sometimes 
hilarious these labels are. Plus to nail down how it feels when a 
non-targeted person falls into these stereotypes. As I do not speak for 
all of the cultures, I would like to create a collection, mainly focusing on 
my own background. I found the phrase “Made in China” very powerful 
in terms of modern Chinese stereotypes; for instance it extremely relates 
to cheap labour, bad quality, and mass production, which contradicts 
with jewellery. Therefore, I adopted the phrase to be my project title.  
In order to visualize the labelling element along with the hint of mass 
production, I have decided to imitate clothing labels and designer’s bag 
logos to intensify its sarcasm. These elements will be made into brooches 
and pins, which alters the wearer’s identity in the simplest way.

	 Throughout	the	designs	of	the	labels,	I	tried	to	
sustain	a	tone	of	humour,	whereas	to	lighten	the	
subject,	cynical	but	still	entertaining	to	depict		
the	idea. 

Most of the stereotypes mentioned in my work are the most common 
ones that I have personally encountered. I have also looked at a lot of 
recent media work in popular cultures and handed out surveys to 
collect more thoughts. The whole collection is to hit the nail on the 
head in order to make people think, but subtle enough to lead to  
an open-ended answer.”

 

MADE IN CHINA 
Si-Xing Season Cheng (J & WG 2009 – 2011)
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SPORT

Sunniva left Ardingly College in 2017 and has been enjoying a successful career as a Showjumper, 
competing in various international shows all over Europe. 

I work and train for one of the top international riders in the world 
named Shane Breen. I moved to England in 2015 to do my A levels  
at Ardingly alongside becoming a better horse rider. I brought two  
of my own horses over to England and had them on full livery at  
one of England’s top professional yards, Breen Equestrian, located  
at the Hickstead showground. Since then, I have been following Shane 
Breen’s footsteps and competed at big international shows with him  
all over Europe. As I finished my A Levels in 2017, I took a gap year 
and have been working full time for Breen equestrian. Throughout  
this year I have been learning how the horse industry works and  
how to professionally run a top international showjumping yard.

In 2015, I started competing internationally with my two horses Vienna 
and Diesel. I went to shows like South of England, Liverpool Horse 
Show and Sunshine Tour which is a tour in Cadiz in Spain that lasts  
for 6 weeks where I competed in my first 1.40m and 1.45m classes.

Following that in 2016, I went to Hardelot in France where I got placed 
5th in a 1.45m CSI3* Grand Prix with my mare Vienna. Thereafter, I 
went to several other international competitions such as Chepstow  
in Wales, Wettenhall in England, Oslo Horse Show in Norway and 

Valence in France. However, my best competition was at Windsor 
Horse Show where I ended up second in the Royal Windsor Grand 
Prix with Vienna. After that, I got chosen to represent Norway in the 
European Championships held in Ireland. I brought my top horse 
Vienna who jumped two very good clear rounds putting us in the 
leading 10 after the second day. However, she got injured on the  
third day of the competition so we could no longer compete.

	 In	the	future,	I	am	going	to	compete	on	home	
ground	at	The	Royal	International	Horse	Show	in	
Hickstead	with	my	new	horse	Hollywood	(6	years	
old)	and	my	own	Vienna	alongside	a	few	other	
horses	owned	by	The	Breen	Equestrian.

Furthermore, my show plan is to go to France for two weeks at 
Valence International Horse Show and continue competing around 
Europe with my main goal being to compete in The European 
Championship for young riders! 

SHOWJUMPING AROUND EUROPE
Sunniva Sunde (J & WG 2015 - 2017)
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APPOINTED CAPTAIN OF SUSSEX CRICKET CLUB 
Ben Brown (A & WB 2000 - 2005) 

Ardingly is very proud to be able to say that amongst 
some of its most notable alumni are a number of elite 
Sussex cricketers. We recently celebrated Abidine 
Sakande’s (H & WB 2008 - 2013) ascent into county 
cricket when he joined Sussex in 2016, having only just 
left Oxford University. More good news came our way 
this year when Ben Brown was appointed captain! 

HERE IS THE OFFICIAL REPORT FROM SUSSEX CRICKET

Sussex Cricket are delighted to announce that Ben Brown has been 
appointed club captain on a permanent basis. He is the 52nd person to 
hold the position in the club’s 179-year history.

Out in the middle, the 29-year-old wicketkeeper-batsman will captain 
Sussex CCC in the Specsavers County Championship and Sussex 
Sharks in the Royal London One-Day Cup. Luke Wright will lead the 
Sharks in the Vitality Blast T20 competition this season.

Reacting to his appointment, Brown said: 

Everyone that knows me knows how passionate and proud I am 
to be a Sussex player, so to become club captain today is a 
special day for me and my family.

I am hugely honoured to join the special names on the board of 
captains at this historic club and I will endeavour to do everything  
I can to move us forward both on and off the field.

Head coach, Jason Gillespie, expressed his pleasure in bestowing 
the club captaincy on Ben and explained the decision to split 
on-field duties: 

I’m absolutely delighted to give Ben Brown the club captaincy.

Having now spent time around the squad, it’s clear he’s a real leader 
amongst this group of players and he was the outstanding candidate.

On the pitch, I’m sure he’ll do a fantastic job of leading the side in 
the Championship and the one-day competition.

I know Ben would have loved to have taken charge in all three 
competitions, but we need to make sure we manage his workload 
as best we can.

As a batsmen and wicketkeeper and our club captain, Ben plays  
a number of massively important roles in the squad and so it was 
felt that by asking Luke Wright to captain the T20 side this would 
make sure that Ben was not overloaded.

We’re very lucky to have someone of Luke’s calibre to take the 
reins in the short-form. He has vast experience of the game all 
over the world, something that will be of tremendous value in 
leading the T20 side.

Previous club captain, Wright is looking forward to supporting Brown: 

I’m really excited and proud to lead the boys in the T20 
competition this season.

There is a real sense of excitement working under our new  
coach and when I was asked by Jason I was delighted to accept.

To get this opportunity to captain one of the most promising-
looking Sussex T20 sides in years is fantastic. I can’t wait for  
the campaign to get underway in July. Even Luke has a strong 
connection to Ardingly as his father, Keith, is Head of Cricket!

SOUTHAMPTON CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL CHARITY ROW
Dr Jason Barling (B 1983 - 1989) 

One of the dedicated team is OA Dr Jason Barling, Row Leader  
and Clinical Lead for Southampton Children’s Hospital. He said:

“	 As	staff	we	all	know	first	hand	how	much		
the	new	department	will	drastically	change	the	
experience	of	our	young	patients	and	the	service	
we	can	provide	them	with.	We	therefore	wanted	to	
set	ourselves	a	challenge	unlike	anything	we	have	
ever	done	before	to	help	raise	crucial	funds	and	
awareness	for	this	vital	development.	The	row		
will	push	us	to	our	physical	and	mental	limits		
and	truly	shows	the	dedication	and	passion	of		
our	incredible	team.	We	wholeheartedly	hope		
that	it	enables	us	to	raise	a	considerable		
chunk	of	money	for	this	urgent	appeal.”

By the time the Ardinian is out the row will have taken place, but you 
can still donate via Just Giving, at https://www.justgiving.com/
campaigns/charity/suh/childrensed

In 2017 Southampton Children’s Hospital Charity 
launched their latest appeal – a state of the art, 
specialised Children’s Emergency and Trauma 
Department. 

The Department expects to see 30,000 children, which would transform 
emergency care across the south of England. To raise funds and spread 
awareness, staff from the Department will be taking on the challenge of 
rowing from Jersey to Southampton. The row spans two hundred 
kilometres and will take approximately twenty hours, with an aim of 
raising £100,000. If they make it, the Government will match the fund, 
adding another £200,000.

SPORT
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The traditional Steepo race still 

causing rivalry between the houses!

The morning T20 Cricket match against  

the College on OA Day, 24th June 2018

Sports Day 2018
Students learning a variety of life 

skills during World Ready Week  

at the end of June
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Make a Noise project with local prep schools February 2018

Further Education Fair 2018 House Netball 2018

A silk screen and drawing portrait of Catherine 

for A Level Art by Simon Walton, Upper Sixth

A stitch and photography self portrait of 
Effie King for her GCSE 5th Year portfolio

Prep School does ‘Honk’

Mrs Clutterbook’s War

Whole school production of Pacific Overtures

Wolves of Willoughby production 2018

ARDINGLY LIFE

The new solar car for the European Solar Challenge taking  place in September at the Circuit Zolder Racetrack in Belgium.
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FOOTBALL

NETBALL

HOCKEY

There was plenty of progress this 
football season for the whole College. 
Our U13 and U18 boys both got to 
the national quarter finals of the ISFA 
Cup (Independent Schools Football 
Association). Our U15’s went one 
further getting to the national  
semi-final then winning the  
Elgin Southern League. 

Individually we had 6 boys representing the National 
ISFA squads. 

Netball has seen the U15A team come  
3rd at SISNA (Sussex Independent Schools 
Netball Association). This is the best we 
have done in a long time! 

The 15A got through to the quarter final of the Sussex Cup and 
the 16As only lost one game all season - they are an exciting 
team to watch. The 14As have had a very exciting season 
gelling as a new team with some brilliant games and wins.

The 1st team had a mixed season. There were some 
outstanding performances from captains Sophie Lewis  
and Ellen Bailes - I hope that both girls leave Ardingly and 
continue to progress their netball. Isabel Malzer is also worth 
noting. Although she would consider herself a Hockey player, 
she has been a fantastic sports scholar and made a huge 
impact in the 1st Netball team. Hard shoes to fill with those  
3 girls all being Upper 6th and leaving in the summer.

The Hockey department enjoyed several team 
successes this year. The U14 Boys won the 
County Championships for the second year 
in a row, and the U16 Indoor Girls team were 
also champions. The U18 Girls also reached 
the regional indoor finals but were sadly 
pipped at the post, despite heroic efforts. 

There were several individual stars of hockey this year. Alex 
Malzer has joined the England U18 and GB senior Development 
Squad and Seb Walton the England U16s. Lauren Workman 
and Isabelle Childs also played in the U18 Futures Cup, where 
England U18s from each of the four regions play one another.

Charlotte Childs (M, J & WG 2011 - 2016) continues her 
Hockey success playing for England U21 and was selected 
to play for GB U23 in the Junior World Cup in Belgium this 
summer. She will also be Captain of the Durham University 
Ladies first XI this season.
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The 2017-2018 academic year has welcomed a 
new Head of Senior School Drama, Mrs Bronwen 
Carr-Bates. Bringing her experience directing plays 
in Edinburgh and London’s West End, Bronwen was 
bound to have high expectations for the school’s 
drama department.

The school has already seen the successful production of Pacific 
Overtures in Michaelmas term and the annual Shell and Remove Play, 
which this year was the stage version of The Wolves of Willoughby 
Chase by Joan Aiken. Bronwen hopes to introduce a sixth form play 
open to all sixth formers, regardless of whether or not they have 
chosen to continue studying drama, a well-received suggestion  
by the drama department. 

We look forward to seeing what Bronwen will bring to College  
dramatic life!

HEAD OF DRAMA BRONWEN CARR-BATESFOOTBALL

Ardingly Today

THE NEW GIRLS’ HOUSES

The school has seen the recent restructure and refurbishment  
of the College’s girls’ houses. The much-needed change has got 
rid of the old all-lower-sixth girls house, Toynbee, and replaced  
it with a third girls house to go alongside Aberdeen and Neal. 

Aberdeen, Neal and Toynbee now all include girls from shell through to lower sixth,  
with Aberdeen and Toynbee offering a home for the boarding students and Neal catering  
to the day pupils. The change has brought the girls’ boarding and housing facilities up  
to standard with the boys and thoroughly improved on the house system. Beforehand,  
it was difficult for the girls to really gain a house spirit and sense of family due to the  
lower sixth girls being separate from all the other pupils. 

The improvements have led to a greater sense of community within the houses and all 
three houses have seen an integration between the years which was not possible with the 
previous structure of the houses.

As well as this restructuring, the girls’ houses have also been refurbished to cope with  
the increased influx of female students into the school. There are fantastic new facilities in 
Aberdeen and Toynbee, the building which previously contained Woodard Boys and Girls 
and then Lower Sixth Girls’ Toynbee house. Neal House, in the Wilson building, previously 
known as Rhodes and the Medical Centre (San) if you’re even older, has also been 
modernised with a common room and comfortable day studies to all girls. The older 
boarding pupils all get their own room – boys and girls alike – a vast improvement on life 
prior to the changes where the male sixth form boarders would have their own room but 
the girls would still be sharing.

The girls have, of course, benefited from the changes but the school as a whole has also 
benefited. The necessary changes have made the boys’ and girls’ experiences and life at 
Ardingly more equal and have meant a greater sense of community in which the girls can 
learn, grow and support one another.
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ART AT ARDINGLY
The art department has, as always, been very busy this year, what with the annual whole school art 
exhibition, numerous school trips and an array of projects. However the one thing that has stood out is the 
work of the current Upper Sixth students studying the IB and A Level courses. We had a chat with a few 
of the pupils to get an insight into their work.

In the A Level Course you are given a theme. What did you decide 
to do under that theme?

We have a set title, which was ‘Layers’ for the coursework, from that 
you can digress. We all ended up doing completely different things 
so, although we have a title, you can take whatever you want from it. 
For our ‘Layers’ coursework I moved into looking at clothing – 
undergarments. Then I moved onto a more feminist channel – 
undressing of layers and how the undressing is valued. Then fully into 
feminist work, looking at artists like Tracey Emin. We only started  
the final exam modules recently. The theme is ‘Freedom and 

Limitations’ so I’m looking at objects that both liberate and limit us. 
Whether it be money, or perhaps cooking implements. Because for 
a chef cooking is liberating but for a housewife it’s really limiting!

What media did you use?

I used textiles because that linked well with clothing which means I 
use the sewing machine a lot to draw. I do lots of patchwork things, 
sometimes I do painting. I’ve done a lot of paintings of flowers.

What was the inspiration behind your pieces?

I painted roses onto a female bodice, which was looking at budding 
femininity and the way we grow – the way a younger woman blossoms. 
I did lots of flower work representing and exploring how flowers are 
used as a feminine symbol rather than just, ‘a flower is a flower’.

Favourite part of the course?

I like the bookwork. I like filling pages in the book and doing pages 
on artists and recreating their work – making my own versions.

What is the best part of Art at Ardingly?

Probably, to be honest, that you can do anything. I know at some 
other schools they don’t have, say, the printing room or a kiln. If you 
want do something at Ardingly, they will make it happen.

Are you planning to take art further?   

I’m not taking it at university but I hope, in the future, to work in art 
galleries. I want to do the law-side of galleries. I was going to do a 
foundation year in art but just changed my mind.

Ardingly Today

ART IB

Ludovica Crespi Morbio drawing

Ludovica Crespi Morbio hanging 
Level 7

Jessica St John Dennis exhibition 
Level 6

2018 IB group Karen Mak & exhibition Level 7

Stephanie Ausch painting

Tegan Davis – A Level 
(M & WG 2013 - 2018)
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Ardingly Today

In the IB you get to choose your own theme – what did you 
choose and why?

The theme of my project is aging. I was looking a lot at lines and 
wrinkles which slowly developed into a more historical view on 
things. The map is of my boyfriend… I drew him because I found 
this map of Cardiff lying around, at the time I was looking at an artist 
who drew on maps, my boyfriend is from Cardiff and has always 
made a big deal of how ‘I’m Welsh and this is who I am!’ I asked 
him when he’d lived in Wales and he said ‘I’ve never lived there…’ 
That made me want to explore the idea of people and their roots. 
The three paintings of fast food, alcohol and cigarettes were inspired 

by how the media present advertisements for things that make you 
age quicker by making them look pretty. Everyone says that these 
three paintings look amazing but if you think about the subject 
matter it makes it a really ironic piece because, although the 
‘prettiest’, they are actually bad for us.

I chose aging because I always really liked to draw portraits and I 
like that they’re quite simple – it is just of a face – but they express 
the most. It gives a more human aspect of it, in my work I like to put 
forward the more surreal pieces, but I do just like the traditional art. 
Art that is basic, simple but speaks volumes.

What media did you use?    

For the map I used biro and then sharpie for the darker areas. And 
just acrylic paint for the paintings.

What is your favourite thing about the course?  

I like how you choose your own theme and subjects, and that you 
have to fully develop your works in the condensed notebook produced 
alongside your final pieces. I also really like the comparative study 
because you can step back and analyse other people’s work. We 
should study other people’s art, not just our own.

What is your favourite thing about studying art at Ardingly?

I like sitting around the big table and talking to everyone while I work. 
It’s a really nice, chilled out environment where I feel inspired to work.

What are your plans for after Ardingly?   

I’m going to do architecture. I’m hoping after university, if I don’t do 
architecture, I’ll still stay in an arty subject. I applied to Cardiff, 
Sheffield, UCL, Reading and Nottingham.

What was your chosen theme and why did you choose it? 

I chose phobias because I’m scared of condiments, which is why  
a lot of it is about honey… I’m scared of ketchup too, there’s no 
reason I’m just scared of it! It’s really weird. Some of the work 
features more common phobias but I did some that are more 

personal to me, for instance about anxiety and some are of me 
when I was ill. In my work you’ll see a lot of eyes because they’re  
so emotive. I wanted to show the contrast between how society 
treats mental illness versus physical illness.

‘Phobias’ was quite a self-explorative topic and it was something 
that wasn’t very limiting – with some topics, after a while, there’s not 
much more that you can do that’s different but there are always a lot 
of phobias. 

What was the process?    

It took a while, I’m quite a slow drawer. My main media was pencil 
and coloured pencil, I did a little bit of painting which I liked a lot 
less… But I did do some sculpture which I quite enjoyed because it 
was a lot less planned than all the drawings had to be, so it was 
quite a good contrasting media. The work is done over the two 
years in sixth form and my favourite part of the IB course was 
creating the final pieces.

What is the best thing about studying art at Ardingly? 

Everyone’s very supportive, Mrs Grover is very keen for us to do 
things that we want to do. This means that we get to do things we 
are excited about, rather than being boxed in by a strict syllabus.

Do you plan to continue studying art?   

I’m going to go to Art College; I’ve applied to Camberwell and 
Brighton, Camberwell is my first choice. I didn’t apply to too many 
places because there weren’t many that do a foundation course that 
I actually wanted to go to. If I go to Camberwell I want to specialise 
in their art course which includes drawing, painting, sculpture and 
photography. Then I would like to study Fine Art.

ART IB

Karen Mak – IB 
(K & WG 2013 - 2018)

Catherine Ritchie – IB 
(K & WG 2013 - 2017)
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Archives & Memory Lane

EXTINCT AT ARDINGLY

For this issue, we took a look through all those activities that have 

become extinct over the years. Some can be sadly mourned, though 

others – like fagging – are thankfully (!) a thing of the past… 

FAGGING

One activity which no longer occurs  
– thankfully! – is, ‘Fagging’. Fagging  
was a traditional practice in British 
public boarding schools which 
involved the youngest pupils acting 
as personal servants for the most 
senior boys, often prefects. The 
youngsters would have to carry out 
tasks as odious as running around 
refilling the older boys’ drinks while 
they all enjoyed their food, only to  
sit down and have been given the 
measliest portions or most cracked 
cup and plate. Or tasks as ludicrous 
as warming the toilet seat before the 
senior student sat down to use it! 

At Ardingly, students and teachers alike started to 
discuss ending the system quite early compared to 
other schools in the country, with boys setting up a 
debate in school to try and abolish it in 1906, although 
unsuccessfully. The habit was not amended at Ardingly 
until 1946 when the new Headmaster, George Snow, 
changed the rules to prohibit the prefects’ use of 
corporal punishment and other harsh disciplines so 
that junior students could no longer be treated as 
servants (‘fags’) by the seniors (‘fagmasters’). 

 Even	once	it	was	abolished,	elements	
of	fagging	remained	into	the	late	
1960s.	There	was	much	resistance		
to	the	abolition	from	senior	students	
and	prefects	because	‘the	fags	now	
live	a	very	easy	life’.	The	argument	
from	a	then	student	was	that	‘society	
needs	rules	and	[to]	enforce	them,	
and	especially	at	Ardingly,	as	it	is		
a	closed	community’.

It is, however, probably for the good that this 
particular activity has not made a comeback!

LAND ARMY

The Land Army played a much larger role than  
just giving the less sporty boys something to do... 

During the Second World War, when many of the male teachers were 
being drafted, the College’s famous Dusty Miller was excused due to 
the importance of his work within the school’s Land Army. 

 The	team	of	fifteen	to	twenty	boys	and	adults	
ploughed	three	acres	of	Nine	Acre,	land	on	
Frenchman’s	Field	and	on	the	Upper	Upper		
to	grow	food	for	the	whole	school.	

Their produce included potatoes, onions, lettuce, beetroot, parsnips, 
swedes, turnips and carrots for the students and staff. Their efforts 
kept the school afloat during the most desperate years of the war. 
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BOXING

Boxing was a long established sport  
at Ardingly, as early as 1890, and even 
boxing for the Junior School was in full 
swing by 1919, presided over by the 
School Chaplain who was a Boxing Blue.

‘29th March 1928 Ardingly Collve V Epsom College. 

Result: Lost 2-5. Tilley put up a very good show, 
and had he not met such a formidable opponent  
as Rhys he probably would have won. Price boxed 
very cleverly, kept cool and beat his man with a 
good margin of points. Paskins boxed well, and to 
many seemed to have won, but the decisions of the 
Judges were unanimous and the victory given to his 
opponent. Lemmon won his bout, but many of his 
blows were given with the open glove, and his 
opponent was probably Epsom’s best boxer. Press 
overdid his covering up, never went into his man, 
and consequently lost a bout which he might have 
won. Wright boxed pluckily, but was handicapped 
by a taller opponent. Gardner fought hard, but was 
beaten by a very clever boxer.’

 However,	it	wasn’t	until	1947	and	
the	arrival	of	George	Markwick,	an	
ex-Heavyweight	Champion	of	the	
British	Army,	that	players	began		
to	train	consistently	under	an	
inspiring	coach.	

By 1952, a fixture had been played against Forest 
School and won, and in the same year 88 boys 
entered the house competition in the Under. 

Markwick qualified as a referee in 1957, and many 
now-famous teachers got involved, including John 
Craig and Hugh Cotton-Smith. Matches began to 
be won regularly, training improved and some 
students – P J Barham for instance – were selected 
to box for Brighton schools. Judging from the 
photos we have of matches in the Under, the 
atmosphere must have been electric! 

The 1959 Annals reports a ‘record-breaking’ season. 
‘We boxed against Varndean in the Christmas Term, 
winning 5-3. Stanley, Barham, Barker, R., Stables, 
M., and Stewart won their bouts. Against 
Eastbourne College we won 8-2. Burge, Cooper, 
Stanley, Barker, R., Coldwell, Stables, J., Hutton, 
Stewart won their bouts. Against the John Fisher 
School we won 6-3. Cooper, Stanley, Stables, M., 
Hutton, Barham, Holloway, won their bouts. Against 
Varndean Grammar we won 6-2. Collier, Stanley, 
Barham, Barker, R., Stables, J., Sheen won their 
bouts. Against Wimbledon College we lost 4-5. 
Sheen, Barker, R., Barham, Holloway won…The 
very high standard of boxing this year was due 
mainly to the new form and time of boxing training. 
This happened every morning instead of School 
P.T… On behalf of the whole team I would like to 
thank Mr. Markwick for training us so well and Mr. 
Bambury for his unerring support in all our matches. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. Cree and Mr. Cotton-
Smith for refereeing in our home fixture.’

Sadly by 1962 opposition was increasing to boxing, 
and at the same time its new role as a major sport 
at Ardingly saturated the training gym and diluted 
the quality of competition. Despite many arguing 
that boxing had a positive impact on reducing 
bullying, its popularity began to decline in the late 
sixties, and the last report occurs in the Annals  
of January 1971.

                     o you think 
boxing should be brought 
back? Write to us! 

D

Memory Lane
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Memory Lane

LETTERS OF FREDRICK HART 1894

A fascinating addition to the Archives this year was the letters of a young Ardinian to his parents in the 
1890s! Fredrick Hart was born in 1886 and these letters are dated 1894. He discusses looking forward  
to seeing his family again during a break, racing for the lunch queue and requests a large cake from his 
mother! We doubt little changes in terms of our current boarders to current parents.

Thank you to Tracey Light, Fredrick’s great granddaughter, for sending these. 

Prep School student, Ali Hayter, 
modelling the old School uniform from 

the 40s, owned by Andrew Servaes,  
D [1947 – 1952]
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Memory Lane

WHERE ARE THEY NOW 1980s

          f you recognise 
yourself or anyone in  
these pictures, from  
drama productions to 
sporting events, contact  
georgie.barry@ardingly.com 
to let us know where you are 
now and what you’re up to. 
We love hearing updates 
from OAs.

I
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LEAVING MEMBERS OF STAFF
Extracts from the Annals.

Memory Lane

Joan Gall (September 2007)

Joan joined Ardingly from Marlborough in September 2007, having effectively 
already completed what, for most people, would be a full boarding career there. 
‘Commitment’ is the word to summarise her: it is commitment that has been at 
the heart of so many areas of school life. She has left gaps from the classroom  
to the boarding House; sports pitches to service trips. Indeed, some gaps could 
not be filled and, incredibly, Joan has agreed to lead Kenya 2018, despite being 
settled at her new school.

Joan joined Ardingly as a Physical Education teacher, with specialisms in 
Anatomy and Physiology. She injected enthusiasm and a relentless desire to 
ensure each pupil understood the more intricate concepts. Joan took on the 
challenge of Biomechanics when it was introduced as a compulsory part of the  
A Level course, and was even known to perform the odd headstand in class to 
help demonstrate a point. Joan was always supportive of colleagues, and offered 
countless one-on-one sessions with students in the run-up to exams. The results 
in her section of the course always reflected this. 

Following a long and successful international sporting and coaching career, Joan 
decided that the active aspect of Physical Education was being hindered by her 
knees. She therefore decided to train as a Biology teacher – a huge undertaking. 
The hours spent studying, taking exams, and preparing lessons will have gone 
unseen by all but those who worked most closely with her. She is, at her core,  
an outstanding teacher, able to explain difficult concepts to a range of students 
in an engaging, challenging, and good-humoured manner. Joan’s firm but 
nurturing classroom style has been particularly effective in the notoriously difficult 
Fifth Form lower sets. The Biology Department’s IGCSE result success in recent 
years has, to a large part, been due to Joan’s injection of renewed confidence 
into these sets. More importantly, she has made an unquantifiable difference  
to the mind-sets of the individuals concerned. This was most recently 
demonstrated in a fantastic mitosis rap, written and filmed by members of her 
Fifth Form group, and dedicated to Joan. Her ability to use humour in her 
lessons has been perennially demonstrated by the annual propagation of the 
persistent myth that Joan’s great-great-grandfather discovered the gall bladder. 
This was especially awkward when the parent of one of Joan’s students, a 
medical doctor himself, told Joan, without any irony, how honoured he was to 
have his daughter taught by someone with such auspicious pedigree. 

Numerous students, from Shell to Upper Sixth, have benefited enormously  
from her commitment to both Biology and Physical Education Departments. In 
addition, the hours Joan spent coaching on the Netball and Tennis courts, taking 
teams away on fixtures, tours and training camps, and heading individual sports 
or acting as head of sport, are staggering. The Mars Bar cakes she baked, to 
keep the girls going, proved legendary. These activities came whilst, incredibly, 
also running an Upper Sixth House but, whenever colleagues needed support 
with sport at the College, she was always there, and always willing to offer her 
time, wisdom and experience. 

During the illness of her Assistant Housemistress, Gesa Paulfeierborn, Joan 
shouldered the significant burden of covering her sickness leave in House for  
a prolonged period of time. It is a testament to Joan’s commitment that she 
accepted this duty with exceptional grace, fortitude, and compassion. It was with 
Gesa that Joan, not content with giving so much of herself in term time, initially 
took part in the Kenya service trip. Unsurprisingly, when the time came for 
somebody to take over the running of this wonderful opportunity, Joan stepped 
up. The preparatory work involved in running an educational trip in Africa is huge, 
and requires significant organisation and a great deal of time. One only needs  
to read through the comments in the Leavers’ Yearbook, year after year, to 
appreciate fully what a life-changing and rewarding experience this trip has  
been for so many Ardinians. 

It was her commitment to the Boarding House, however, that stands out: holding 
a firm but always supportive line, while remaining fiercely loyal to - and protective 
of - the girls. Her long-term planning of House events, and her impressive 
organisational skills, always ensured that the Woodarders enjoyed a full and active 
social programme. From introducing the team-building day, involving laser quest 
and archery, to informal suppers, to themed Scottish social evenings including 
haggis, country dancing, and dodgy wigs, Joan’s creativity and imagination have 
kept the Upper Sixth entertained, at the times when they needed it the most. 

Woodard House has, since 2007, also been the home of Joan’s ever-faithful 
(albeit increasingly flatulent) Hungarian Vizsla, the brilliantly named Ginty. This 

aging dog’s rocketing insurance premiums have demonstrated that one cannot 
put a price on love. Alongside Ginty, the girls in the House were Joan’s family, 
and she always strived to make the House feel like a second home. Towards the 
end of Joan’s tenure, she increasingly appreciated the need to provide additional 
support for the House, in terms of physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing, and 
her introduction of a dedicated PSHE day, with talks from experts in the 
healthcare field, provides a template for years to come. 

Former Woodard Girls (and one Woodard Boy) eloquently summarise the vital 
role that Joan has played in supporting them through their final year at school: 

‘Thank you so much for everything you ever did for me and other pupils at Ardingly. 
You were central to the warmth of the school, as you were so selfless in your 
role, continually going above and beyond. I have the fondest memories being in 
Kenya with you, your spirit leading the group, and that trip will always be special.’

‘You were always extremely supportive throughout my time in Woodard, always 
ready to give a big hug, and sit me down to figure out my issues. I will always 
thank you for pushing me to apply for Music School.’

‘As a boy in Godwin, I can safely say Miss Gall was one of the most influential 
teachers in turning Woodard Boys and Woodard Girls into just Woodard. Without 
her friendly face in that office as you walk in, and genuine interest in what the 
boys were up to, as well as the girls, I think that barrier between the boys and 
girls would have been much more pronounced.’

In effect, after ten years at Ardingly, this brings Joan’s second full boarding career 
to an end… but still she is not done. She has moved on to Christ’s Hospital 
School to run a fully co-educational House, complete with self-contained pod 
units and 24-hour security guards. The biggest compliment we can pay to Joan 
is that, throughout her final term, even the final day, there was no sense of her 
winding down: professional, organised, and committed to the end. Joan will be 
sorely missed, by both staff and pupils. Her warmth and devotion to her vocation 
are very much Ardingly’s loss. The boys and girls at Christ’s Hospital will soon 
appreciate Joan’s energy and care. We know that she will be a tremendous 
success, and all wish her the very best of luck in her new home. 

Dylan Bennetts and Anthony Lovat

Matt Curran (September 2010)

At the beginning of my time at Ardingly, as Matt welcomed our family, he 
established a regular event: a meeting in the car park between Hilton and 
Mertens, discussing management over a cup of tea (or a drink). As a consequence 
of those meetings, Matt borrowed a copy of The Schoolmaster by A C Benson. 
The text is essential reading for any aspiring Schoolmaster or Schoolmistress, 
and forms the scaffold for this valediction.

The Schoolmaster was originally published at the turn of the 20th century, when 
the world was a different place, yet Benson’s strikingly honest words about his 
chosen profession are, in the main, still relevant today. He makes a distinction 
between the world of the teacher and that of the schoolmaster, not an individual 
who thrives solely in the classroom but, rather, someone who excels in myriad 
areas: on the pitches; classes; in House and beyond. It goes without saying  
that anyone who has met him in a professional capacity knows that Matt is a 
‘Schoolmaster’ and, whilst he fulfils all of Benson’s sixteen criteria, this text  
will identify just three.

Firstly, the quaintly-named ‘athletics’: Matt’s contribution to Cricket, Rugby, and 
Football over the years has been second to none, and his competitive streak will 
go with him to Kinross-Wolaroi. He has been an exceptional referee, and taught 
many young staff not to move beyond the centre circle, ‘cos they’ll only kick it back 
the other way’. His competitiveness also materialised in him singing louder than 
the boys, in an attempt to beat a previous incumbent Hilton Housemaster, and it 
now becomes apparent that this is the reason that the space between Hilton and 
Mertens is referred to as the ‘Demilitarised Zone’ or ‘No-man’s Land’, where 
Housemasters only meet at Christmas, before returning to their own trenches.

Benson then moves on to ‘discipline’; Matt is an excellent disciplinarian, because 
this is something that requires you, as a Housemaster, to be discerning and 
nuanced, thoughtful and sensitive, and not just to tar all of your charges with the 
same brush. A blanket approach won’t work, because, as Matt knows well, the 
best sanctions are those that are suited to the individual. As a consequence, his 
chats with the boys in Mertens are legendary, and his subtlety of approach will 
live long in the minds of the boys who experienced them. 
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Finally, A C Benson mentions ‘devotion’. Ultimately, an outstanding Schoolmaster 
should be driven by love of what he does and, whilst it may be unfashionable and 
Victorian, a love of those around him. In Matt’s case, the term is the correct one: 
he is impelled by a devotion for those in his care. Not one of the boys describes 
him in anything but the most respectful and grateful of tones. Mertens speaks for 
itself; for the last seven years it has been a House of happy, contented, and 
well-rounded individuals. As Matt would say, it is full of ‘boys who have character’. 
All boarders will always speak of their own House in superlative terms, but it is 
the Mertens boys who really speak most highly, who believe so wholeheartedly, 
and who perform so consistently in and for their House. It is a place with which 
they identify; it is a place to which they belong. It is Matt’s presence as 
Housemaster that engendered and encouraged this sense of identity.

Returning to the theme, it is worth bearing in mind that Benson was born at 
Wellington College, educated at Eton and Cambridge, and spent his life and 
career at the latter two. The parallels are striking, with Matt having been brought 
up in and around education, attending St Joseph’s, Sydney, returning to teach 
there before working in Nepal, then Lord Wandsworth’s, before taking up his role 
as a Housemaster at Ardingly. His path now takes him back to Australia as he, 
Jen, Connor, Jack, and Lily go to Orange, for Matt to become the Director of 
Boarding at Kinross-Wolaroi School. He will, no doubt, rise to the challenge, 
improve the boarding, and do it all with a wry chuckle and a ‘tinnie’, as befits the 
relaxed and capable Schoolmaster that he is. We wish them all the very best for 
their move and life beyond the Sussex and UK borders, and all that remains is for 
me to ask for my copy of Benson’s book back.

Luke Walters

Paul Ryan (January 2011)

Some people may recall 10th January 2011 as the day when Lionel Messi was 
awarded ‘Player of the year’ (for 2010, I should add), but for many of us it was 
the day that a certain Mr Ryan became a colleague. After eight enjoyable years 
at Sherborne School in Dorset, Paul made the bold move to Sussex to embark 
upon life at Ardingly College. Arriving when the academic year was already in full 
swing is no mean feat but, as an experienced schoolmaster, Paul took it all in his 
(larger than average) stride and the Maths corridors came alive with the boom of 
his voice and his passion for the subject. As a top mathematician, Paul was 
assigned Further Maths groups regularly, and has guided students through 
preparation to National and Regional competitions. He has taught across the 
ability and age range throughout his career, particularly enjoying his time with the 
Sixth Form, both IB and A level classes. He teaches with style, humour and an 
enviable mental maths ability – he is the department master of Channel Four’s 
much loved Countdown numbers round. He makes the rest of us aware of 
important mathematical dates, articles, and pertinent Twitter posts, and has 
always helped Ardinians understand the nuances of psephology. His love and 
genuine mastery of Excel did not go unnoticed, so he quickly rose through the 
ranks, firstly becoming the Assistant Director of Studies in 2012. A maternity 
cover as Head of Maths was added to his existing role, and more recently he 
was appointed as the Head of Academic Systems. This is a most unenviable, 
often thankless, task but the truth is that the College could not function without 
this role and it being done well. Paul is always willing to try to find a quicker 
solution to a problem, to respond to queries from colleagues - usually with a wry 
smile and an excellent spreadsheet. Such is the pride that Paul has in his work 
that he was once known to claim that one particularly superbly crafted Excel 
spreadsheet may be his proudest achievement, second only to his daughter, Olivia.

Paul first came to Ardingly following an invitation by our then Deputy Head as 
they had known each other at their previous school – did I mention, that was  
in the West Country? The hotly-contested annual House Song event needed 
someone who could deliver a balanced and considered review of each 
performance but, failing to find someone that could do this, Paul proficiently 
stepped in. All jokes aside, Paul is a true musician and chorister. As a former 
music scholar at Westminster School, singing has played an important role 
throughout Paul’s life. He has been a trustee of Sherborne (did I mention he 
worked there too?) Chamber Choir; deputised for the Sherborne Abbey Choir; 
sings in the annual Ampleforth Abbey Easter Triduum services (as a former 
member of the Arcadian Singers of Oxford University) and more recently can  
be found singing locally in Worth Abbey as well as every week in our very own 
Chapel. He selflessly attends every choir trip going – be that to Winchester 
Cathedral or the Bohemian delights of Prague.

His faith plays an integral role in Paul’s life and has been evident throughout  
his time at the College through the many occasions he has helped resident 
chaplains in their duties. Paul’s love of grammatical pedantry is evident in his 
enjoyment of a spot of proof-reading – not least within the onerous role of editor 
of the school Annals. As Father Adrian embarks upon the compilation of our new 
College hymnals, perhaps Paul’s final act of assistance to an Ardingly chaplain 
will be some remote proof-reading.

So, when we think of Paul – how will we remember him? His hatred of any font 
that isn’t Gill Sans MT and the special loathing he reserves for Comic Sans. That 
he knows every Saint’s day in the ecclesiastical calendar. His ties. His cufflinks. 
His socks. That he has an eidetic memory for random historical events, and an 
encyclopaedic knowledge of the Eurovision Song Contest … which he shares 
without displaying the requisite level of shame that should accompany this 
knowledge. His dislike of the overuse of exclamation marks!!!!!! His teeth will  
grit if ‘less’ is utilised when ‘fewer’ is required. And that he once worked at 
Sherborne. Because of all of these things, I will smile when I think of Paul as 
nothing was ever to be taken too seriously. His jovial nature, sarcasm, and  
quick wit will be much missed.

Paul is moving back to his beloved Oxford, not to relive his university years, but 
with his wife Sarah as she takes up her deserved headship of Rye St Antony 
School. We can only hope that he recounts tales from his Ardingly days as fondly 
as he has from his ‘previous establishment’. Our loss is therefore very much the 
gain of Magdalen College School. We wish Paul, Sarah, and Olivia all the very 
best on this new adventure, and very much hope this is not the last we have 
heard from the Ryans.

Nicola Burns

Jemima Edell (September 2011)

Jemima Edell joined the school in 2011, initially as an NQT, having completed  
her PGCE in Spanish and French at the University of Sussex. Full of energy and 
enthusiasm for her subject, she naturally became Head of Spanish the following 
year. She was particularly passionate about South America where she had lived 
in her younger years and where she regularly went on holiday to visit her father. 
She was an inspirational teacher who cared very much for her students, and was 
able to instil in them her love for everything Hispanic. She loved bringing tapas to 
lessons, for students to taste, as well as the more controversial Argentinian ‘mate 
tea’ to drink (she tried very hard to convince the rest of the Department that it 
had serious health benefits…). She was very keen on charity events, and 
regularly made chocolate con churros, which were extremely popular with students 
and staff alike, for charity bake sales. She participated fully and enthusiastically in 
Ardingly’s extracurricular life, such as the very popular International Day. She 
organised many successful trips to Cordoba, which her students enjoyed very 
much, both from an academic as well as a social perspective.

Last summer Jemima’s husband moved to a new job working with the Mission 
for Seamen, based in Dunkirk, and at Christmas Jemima relocated to Dunkirk to 
be nearer him. We will miss her, and wish her the very best for the future.

Nathalie Johnston

Catriona Rees (January 2012)

Catriona joined Ardingly in 2012, and is one of the longest serving members of 
the Divinity and Philosophy Department. As far as truisms go, it is of no surprise 
that the philosophers and theologians at Ardingly College are reassuringly 
predictable: academically detached and wholly unworldly, they continue to inspire 
their students with a love of learning by making the familiar strangely unfamiliar. 

Catriona was no different when it came to inspiration, but she embodied these ideas 
in a way which made their practical application to the world seem all the more 
possible. She quickly became the human face of the Department - well-balanced, 
emotionally intelligent, and practical. What treachery had befallen those of us 
safely ensconced in our ivory towers? She immediately filled an obvious void. 

With a maternal intuition, she jettisoned her departmental colleagues from the 
PSHE curriculum (for the sake of the students, more than anything) and devised 
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Anthony believes that our main responsibilities in the House are to the pastoral 
care and academic progress of the students. He has proved to be a popular 
AHoMM, and students find him very approachable. His laidback style belies the 
ability, when necessary, to apply judicious discipline. He draws effective lines 
between friendliness and the necessary professional reserve, and these qualities 
will make him an excellent Housemaster, as he takes up his new role at Prior 
Park College, Bath. He will be a great success and we wish him, Laura, Jonah, 
Aran, and Coral the very best of luck for the future.

Dylan Bennetts and Joan Gall

Rachael Utting (September 2012)

Jim Carrey once said, ‘behind every great man is a woman rolling her eyes’,  
and Rachael has rolled her eyes many times.

Rachael Crowe joined us from Brighton College in 2012. She very quickly 
became established as a ‘no nonsense’ teacher in the Chemistry Department. 
She is a true professional, and it was evident that she was destined for more 
than just classroom teaching, so it was no surprise when she was appointed 
Assistant Housemistress of Aberdeen in 2013, and then made a move to 
Woodard Girls in 2015. Her support and guidance of the girls in her care have 
been steadfast, and her reliability, professionalism, and pastoral nature have 
shone through at all times. She also very ably assisted our Head of Academic 
Systems with timetabling.

As a Chemist, Rachael came to us with a wealth of knowledge about her  
subject and how to teach it. She immediately proved herself to have a very 
strong capability in teaching across the ability and age range of the Senior 
School, delivering thoroughly and meticulously planned lessons, which made  
her very popular with a large number of pupils. 

The daughter of a Northern Irish minister, it is no surprise that Rachael’s faith  
is of great importance to her. She has been instrumental in the running of our 
Christian Union, providing baked goods and moral guidance to our students. Her 
baking skills will be more widely missed by colleagues as she always produced 
some exceptionally tasty treats every St Patrick’s Day (also education for the staff 
about ‘Fifteens’) and was the overall winner of the hotly-contested Staff Bake Off 
two years ago. Rachael was also instrumental in setting up and running several 
other extra-curricular clubs, such as the ‘Pub Quiz’ group, sign language, and 
email etiquette, to name just a few.

Miss Crowe was to be wooed by the Casanova (and baby) of the Maths 
Department, and would soon become Mrs Utting. Such is Rachael’s organisational 
prowess that Paul cannot have been under any illusion what he was signing up 
for, as the day after proposing he realised the only thing which hadn’t already 
been sorted for the wedding was his shoes. We love Rachael for this.

We will remember Rachael as our terrifyingly efficient, smiley, and highly-skilled 
colleague but, more importantly, our friend. Rachael’s official tenure at the College 
ends this summer, at the end of her maternity leave. I have had the pleasure of 
personally getting to know the newest Utting as we have shared our maternity 
time off together. Esther is a credit to you both, and a delightful little girl.

Team Utting leaves with our very best wishes, our admiration, and our love. We wish 
you continued happiness and success as you make your move to the West Country.

Nicola Burns

Paul Utting (September 2013)

When Paul applied for the job at Ardingly, from Woodford County High  
School in Essex, we couldn’t believe our luck. Not only is he a most excellent 
mathematician, he is also one of the nicest people you are likely to meet. In his 
five years at the College, he has been a most likeable and popular teacher, and 
has made his mark in many areas of school life.

As a Maths teacher, he has taught with great flair and passion. The rapport he 
has had with his pupils has been second to none, and his classes have always 
worked hard, enjoyed their learning, and gained successful results. He has been 
able to impart his love of the subject and extensive knowledge to many pupils, 
and his lessons have always been delivered with good humour. Whatever the 

an educational programme around the core ideas of physical, mental, and social 
health. Her profoundly deserved title of Head of Eudaimonia increased her power to 
one of whole-school influence. She wielded her newfound power with confidence, 
and whipped us into shape with the constant threat of being lumbered with the 
‘red briefcase’ containing the necessary paraphernalia for sex-education lessons 
- picture odd-bod bookish types demonstrating certain practical sex-ed practices. 
Apart from a minor incident involving the mysterious disappearance of a blue 
cylindrical object of departmental infamy from the aforementioned box, all the 
lessons came off without a hitch, and were delivered with professionalism and care. 

Her presence was one of welcome matriarchy: a flurry of energy, an injection of 
colour, a push for diversity, and delicious home-baked cakes. Catriona was also 
instrumental in the preparation and teaching of the reformed GCSE course in 
Christianity and Buddhism, making her academic contribution invaluable throughout 
her time with us. Announcing that she had successfully applied for the acting 
Assistant Head of Middle School role, it became clear how talented and dedicated 
she was, and how much more we were going to have to do as she told us. 

With her departure, the Department will lose practical capacities, such as her 
academic specialisation in Islamic studies and comparative religion, but equally 
lose her cohesive force and her ceaseless will to help every child in the school to 
generate the skills to live a more fulfilling life. She will be sorely missed, both by 
our Department, and by the College as a whole. 

Thijs Kolks

Anthony Lovat (September 2012)

Anthony joined the Biology Department in September 2012, having previously 
been Head of Science at The Quest Academy, Croydon. One only needs to look 
at his official Ardingly name badge to see the diverse range of interests, talents, 
and titles to appreciate his varied commitments over the last six years: Teacher 
of Biology, Assistant Housemaster of Woodard Boys, Charity Focus Coordinator, 
and Master in charge of Fishing. In fact, this hugely underrepresents his contribution 
to the life of the College, as he has also taught Theory of Knowledge; been heavily 
involved with the service trips to Ecuador, Kenya, and his own project to Ghana; 
been a key player in the Staff band Caveau; organised the two Colour Runs; and, 
perhaps most memorably, set up and run the Rabbit Breeding Club. His creativity 
shines through in all that he does, typified in his latest activity, Freestyle Jazz.

He is a passionate biologist, and is insanely interested in everything. An avid 
reader of New Scientist, he can be relied upon to come up with novel examples 
and new slants on teaching topics that could otherwise get stale. His sharing of 
resources and ideas will be missed, however madcap they seem. He introduced 
students every year to the joys of catching fish off the beach at Dale Fort. This 
resulted one particularly memorable year in the formation of ‘Man Club’ (which 
did include the ladies too), and students - together with the man himself - formed 
a ring, dancing around the campfire of barbequing fish, chanting ‘Man Club, Man 
Club, MAN CLUB!’ in ever more lusty, primordial tones. Students also particularly 
remember his use of music in his lessons: Anthony playing the guitar and singing 
to his Fifth class, and his old Remove students recall coming up with Christmas 
songs using Biology terms. He has taught at least one member of the 
Department to play the guitar, too. He is generous to a fault, and a truly talented 
teacher with excellent communication skills. He gave up numerous Sunday 
mornings running clinics for IB and A Level students in the run-up to their exams, 
and he was always gracious, positive, and generous with his time to make sure 
that they could achieve their best possible grades. The Biology Department will 
be poorer for his departure.

Anthony has been at the heart of the revolution in the College’s commitment to 
charity. His Charity Focus e-mails to the College that sign off with ‘Peace’ have 
become part of that legacy. There is no doubt that this stems from his decision, 
with his wife Laura, to volunteer with the VSO in northern Ghana for two years,  
a country they knew virtually nothing about beforehand. His experiences were 
published in his book ‘Ghanarama: Stories from Two Years in Ghana’, and 
provide a colourful portrait of a developing nation struggling to find its feet in  
the modern world. In times of political stability in the country, he has led two 
Lower Sixth service trips to Ghana, kick-starting proceedings by introducing  
the Ardingly students to the local cuisine with a trip to Croydon, to one of the  
few Ghanaian restaurants in the United Kingdom. 

In January 2015, Anthony was appointed Assistant Housemaster of Woodard 
Boys. He made an instant impression as he arrived with Laura, his two young 
sons, Jonah and Aran, the family dog, Djembe, two cars and a camper van. 
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ability of the class, Paul has always looked to develop both his pupils’ learning as 
well as their enjoyment of the subject, stretching them regularly and often looking 
at ideas beyond the syllabus to show how Maths plays a part in the real world. 
Thus his use of number files, YouTube clips, dragon boat games, and other such 
resources have enabled his classes to see Maths in a wider and fun context. His 
‘History of Maths timeline’, created by pupils, now stands proudly in M4, and his 
Shell class this year created a vast paper chain, which spread around the 
Department, where each digit in the first 400 decimal places of π was 
represented by a colour, to help celebrate World Pi Day. 

In 2016 his strong organisational skills saw him take on the important role of 
Director of the Enrichment Programme, which has included taking on the overall 
organisation of all school trips as the school’s EVC. The former has seen him 
coordinate the school’s new and large extra-curricular programme – no small feat 
organising all pupils and staff into their various activities, whilst ensuring there is a 
wide and varied programme suitable for pupils. The EP is an integral offering of 
the College, and so Paul’s extensive work on this has been of great value to  
our recruitment of pupils and, more importantly, to their all-round development 
and education.

As a UCAS Tutor (and resident) in Woodard, Paul has guided Upper Sixth 
Formers through their final year at the College, and has written UCAS statements 
for pupils applying for any Maths related course at university. A keen sportsman 
himself, he has immersed himself fully into the extra-curricular side of the school. 
He has taken both boys’ and girls’ Hockey teams and the success of his 
coaching meant that, during his time here, he progressed from girls’ Fourth team 
to Second Xl coach in just three years, such was his prowess. With the boys, he 
has regularly taken the third team. As a coach, he has instilled a sense of both 
purpose and fun to his sessions, and his intensely competitive spirit has regularly 
rubbed off onto his teams – PJU does not like to lose school matches. As master 
in charge of Golf, he has organised and taken school fixtures, run the summer 
term Games activity at Haywards Heath GC and, in 2015, he took the College 
Golf team to the National Finals at Royal St George’s, the first time we had got 
through to the final stages of the national competition.

We will miss his professional, efficient, yet calming nature, but mostly we will miss 
his smile and friendship. He will be sorely missed, however we wish him all the 
very best as he takes on the Head of Mathematics role at Sherborne School for 
Girls in Dorset.

Andrew Middleton

James Hope (September 2014)

James Hope joined Ardingly in September 2014 as a Teacher of English. He has 
contributed enormously to the life of the College in the years since then, both in 
the English Department and in Crosse House, and he will be remembered by all 
who have worked with him as an energetic, calm, and kind colleague with infinite 
patience, and a wonderful sense of humour.

James is – like all great English teachers – an avid fan of literature, as much at 
home teaching John Clare as Margaret Atwood. His lessons are engaging, fun, 
and thought-provoking, and students benefit from his wit and warmth as well as 
his passion and knowledge. When asked to contribute their thoughts about what 
makes his lessons so enjoyable, James’s current IB Literature class came up 
with responses that were both delightful and mystifying. Their reminiscences 
included discussions about serial killers, conspiracy theories, dream analysis, 
and gossip, and several reported on their sense of triumph at convincing James 
to let them call him by his first name after weeks of pestering. One student wrote 
‘Mr Hope’s lessons have been some of my best memories’; another mentioned 
his patience, commitment and humour, and a third chose to sum him up as 
‘generous, compassionate, and accepting’. It is hard to think of three more fitting 
adjectives to describe his attitude to his students and the environment  
he cultivates in his classroom.

An energetic and enthusiastic advocate of creative writing, James has run the 
Creative Writing Society for the past couple of years, supporting our writers in 
their endeavours through his unfailing encouragement and quick sense of 
humour. His contribution does not stop there, however, as James has been the 
guiding hand behind the production of The Wonderful Bird for the past few years, 
and its quality is thanks in large part to him and his editing skills. James’s 
creativity also extends to dressing up; a colleague recently told me that she has 
photographic evidence of him in his wig for his interpretation of Snape during the 
Harry Potter reading relay, and many of us will long remember him arriving at Phil 

Stapleton’s house dressed as a Soviet for the 1940s themed Christmas party 
when we first joined the College.

Beyond the ‘B’ corridor, James has contributed significantly to the pastoral life of 
the College, primarily through his role as Assistant Housemaster and then Acting 
Housemaster of Crosse. His calmness under pressure and ‘can do’ attitude 
made him wonderfully suited to both positions, and Crosse boys describe James 
in glowing terms as fair, dedicated, caring, kind, and fun, acknowledging both his 
support of their individual endeavours as well as his commitment to House life. 
He has always made time for the boys, despite a hectic schedule, a long 
commute and a young family; to do so with such an uncomplaining and cheerful 
demeanour is exceptional and should, as someone remarked recently, be 
bottled, so we can save some for ourselves.

James is the definitive ‘dark horse’, and I am sure that all our attempts at winkling 
juicy details out of him have only scratched the surface of the stories he has to 
tell. I particularly enjoy his tales of living in New York and working in a record 
store – truly the stuff of Nick Hornby – and I am sure that his new colleagues  
will benefit just as much from his quietly rock ‘n’ roll attitude as we have.

James has decided to take a teaching job nearer to his home and family, so from 
September 2018 he will be at Colfe’s School in Lee, South West London, as a 
Teacher of English. We will miss him immensely.

Becky Allen

Kelly de Sales (September 2015)

KKelly joined Ardingly in 2015 from Sacred Heart School, Camberwell, deciding, 
quite rightly, to swap her hectic city existence for the calm of the Sussex countryside. 
After overcoming the two flights of stairs up to the MFL classrooms, she quickly 
immersed herself in teaching French up to GCSE and Spanish across all the years. 
She joined Aberdeen as a tutor before realising the error of her ways, and jumped 
at the chance to move to Rhodes, where she became the Assistant HoMM in 2016.

She has always gone the extra mile for her Department, and last year was often 
seen in the corridor adorning the wall with stencils which she had managed to 
find on the internet, just to ‘brighten the place up a bit’; she had a great rapport 
with her students, often being described as ‘the best teacher ever!’, not only by 
those she taught, but also those who wanted her as their teacher. As a teacher, 
she was thorough and organised, and it was obvious she really knew both her 
subjects, and had a desire to pass that knowledge on to her students, with her 
heady mix of humour and persuasion – mainly through cake. She arranged a 
French trip to Boulogne for them, as well as accompanying budding Spanish 
students to Cordoba.

In Rhodes, she quickly became a fully-fledged Rhodesian; the boys respected 
her direct no-nonsense approach, and then loved her when she initiated Pizza 
Evenings, which quickly became a bi-termly event. She has also run a full tutor 
group every year, and I know the boys and parents have valued her help and 
words of wisdom very highly. 

Kelly is someone who is not afraid to try something new, and the list of activities 
she has been involved with over the last three years is impressive: car washing, 
Linguistics Olympiad, CCF, Shell Duke of Edinburgh, Jazzercise (good marking 
opportunity not missed with this one), sign language, and – her personal 
favourite – Badminton on a Saturday. She has also done her fair share of Sunday 
trips, including Bluewater, Brighton, and Trampolining.

Kelly is also a passionate traveller, possibly from having lived in the Canary 
Islands for a time, where she managed to extend her Spanish linguistic skills  
– an impressive feat, given the lure of black beaches and endless lines of bars. 
So, after every holiday break, she would return to us with stories of her faraway 
experiences, and lately she has definitely started to become a full-blooded 
Americanophile. It is no surprise, therefore, that she leaves us to move to Hong 
Kong, where she and her husband have both managed to find jobs: Kelly at the 
West Island School, and Ollie at the Chinese International School. She will be 
greatly missed by students and colleagues alike, and we all wish them both  
great success in their chosen foreign adventure.

I will leave the last words to Alex Fudge, one of her tutees: ‘Throughout all my 
repetitions of getting detentions and being a general idiot, Mrs De Sales always 
helps me make it right. She is the true definition of a hero without a cape.’

Jonathan Caldicot
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the Common Room and represents the staff at council meetings, he is a Boarding 
Assistant, and is also currently Head of Tennis. All of these are done with the 
utmost care and professionalism, and this is a testament to his versatility. Rob 
will be remembered as one of those friendly faces around the College, someone 
who hates to be a bystander in life, and who would rather get stuck in and face 
challenges head on. To quote Rob himself (played by Ben Stiller) in one of his 
favourite films The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, ‘To see the world, things dangerous 
to come to, to see behind walls, draw closer, to find each other, and to feel. That 
is the purpose of life.’ Rob, we wish you, Clarissa, and your new baby all the 
best in your next challenge at Haileybury. You will be missed.

Paul Utting

Lucy Sheehan

Lucy Sheehan returned to Ardingly in November 2015 to take up the position of 
Events and Communications Graduate Trainee. As an OA, she originally left in 
2011, and having read English at King’s College, London, she was extremely well 
qualified to take on the wide responsibilities of the role. Her job has 
encompassed everything from producing the Ardinian magazine to arranging all 
sorts of alumni events, from lunches in London through to the annual Veterans’ 
Day at the College where, thanks to Lucy’s enthusiasm, numbers have increased 
to nearly one hundred. Her infectious personality means that she has developed 
close relationships with all age groups of alumni, ensuring a growing number of 
events now being held annually, all of which are becoming increasingly popular, 
along with alumni Golf and Football teams being resurrected. Her main 
achievement has been to set up AC Global Connect, which is effectively the 
College’s own LinkedIn site, allowing all areas of the Ardingly community to 
connect – students and alumni as well as former and current parents. Her legacy 
will be that this site should have a major impact on current and future Ardinians, 
in that it provides mentoring and professional links. As she leaves, the site has 
9789 members. She has been a very popular member of the team and, much to 
her credit, developed relationships with all areas of the support team, such that 
they have always been willing to go the extra mile for her events. Lucy’s main 
love is music, and she is leaving the College to pursue her interest, particularly 
with her band, Projector, which has already toured in Europe. We will watch her 
rise to stardom with keen interest!

Paddy Jackman

John Extence 

John Extence is an Ardingly Legend. He arrived in 1991, and was the first 
member of staff to coach swimming and manage the operation of the new pool. 
At the time, he thought that his tenure would last just one year: John measures 
his greatest achievement as making that one stretch to 27 blissful years.

His contribution has extended to help make the expensive pool maintenance less 
financially onerous, by organising the letting of the pool to outside organisations, 
including clubs and other schools.

John was responsible for the original Ardingly Triathlon in 1992/93, which 
continues to this day. His many talents, as well as being a swimming teacher  
and coach, extend to pool engineer, pool lifeguard, lifeguard instructor (which he 
started ten years ago), all round indomitable ace handyman, as well as First Aid 
instructor, while managing five assistants through the years.

There is nothing John likes better than rising early in the morning and, for  
many years, he has risen at 5.30am three times a week to open the pool for the 
early-bird and competitive swimmers. If this wasn’t achievement enough, John 
started the Saturday morning swimming lessons, which have grown to see 250 
to 300 learners flourish each week. He has been a major supporter and facilitator 
of all day clubs and evening clubs using the pool.

Staff and students alike were shocked to learn that this tower of fitness required 
a heart bypass operation five years ago, but it was typical of John’s character 
that he bounced back as enthusiastic as ever.

His rapport with children, of all ages and swimming abilities, is a joy to behold 
and he has undoubtedly been the inspiration which has made the best better, 
and the less gifted swim their socks off. John will give his best to all ability 

Clarissa Schilling (September 2015)

Clarissa Schilling joined the Geography Department from King’s College  
School, Wimbledon, in September 2015. She brought with her bags of talent, 
enthusiasm, and dedication. Rarely have I met anyone so committed to 
developing lesson resources and new ways of learning within the classroom, and 
adding to the wider school life. A very able geographer, Clarissa has taken the 
lead on teaching the IB within the Department: helping to update schemes of 
work and lesson resources. The latter are incredibly well-planned and interactive, 
allowing all students to access the subject and achieve excellent exam results. 
This is a particular challenge we face as a Department, as a result of many of our 
international students never having studied Geography before, and it is testament 
to her ability that eight IB students have gone on to study Geography at 
university during her time here. 

Never afraid to get stuck in, in an extra-curricular sense, Clarissa has helped  
on various departmental trips over the past few years. These include trips to 
Horsham and Tunbridge Wells, as part of the IB IA data-gathering process, and 
further afield, to Swanage, West Wittering, and Iceland. On all occasions she has 
been thoroughly professional, allowing the trips to run smoothly, and enabling 
students to maximise their learning. Additionally, she has helped  
on pre-season Hockey tours to the Netherlands. 

Clarissa has been a bastion for sporting excellence in the College. This can be 
most notably remembered in her assisting James Stedman and Richard Lane to 
guide the First X1 Girls’ Hockey team to the national finals in 2017. This was a 
phenomenal achievement, and the crowning moment at school for many of the 
girls in that team. Her training sessions and focus on improving key skills, 
mind-set, and performance were exceptionally well-planned and delivered. 

This year has seen Clarissa take on the role of Elite Sport Co-ordinator. As  
part of this role, she has enabled the Sports Department to track the ongoing 
development of our most talented sportspeople within all year groups in the 
College. A phenomenal amount of tracking data has been gathered, analysed, 
and then used as part of regular student reviews throughout the year. She has 
also attracted a number of speakers to the College, in order to further students’ 
understanding of the importance of motivation, setting of goals, and having a 
positive and pro-active mindset. I am certain that these have been of great 
benefit to the students who attended these sessions. 

Clarissa has been an excellent team member of the Geography Department,  
role model for students, and friend. She leaves at the end of this academic year, 
initially on maternity leave, but in the long term to join her husband, Rob, as he 
moves to a position at Haileybury College. She will be greatly missed, especially 
by all those members of staff who have attended her Safari Dinners at the end  
of each term. We wish her all the very best for the future. 

Chris Quayle

Rob Schilling (September 2015)

Rob joined Ardingly College in September 2015 from KCS Wimbledon, with his 
wife Clarissa, as both a Mathematics teacher and specialist Hockey coach. There 
is no doubting that Rob has got talent in Hockey, having played at international 
level for the USA and consistently playing at the very top level in English Hockey, 
though I do believe that he is yet to score in the annual Staff vs Leavers match. 
Rob enjoyed life in ‘the big smoke’, but moved here for the beautiful Sussex 
countryside, the Hockey, to teach Maths, and to find the Dec to his Ant.

Over the past three years, Rob has taught large number of Middle School students 
across the range of abilities, and I know that his students have benefitted from 
both his knowledge and enthusiasm for the subject, but also his consistent 
approach to classroom management and his constant desire for his students  
to achieve the best they possibly can. Rob brings an organised and energetic 
approach to everything he does, and this is typified in his Hockey teams, where 
his focus on team ethos and high workrate mirrors what he is like as a person. 
He is a high-tempo person, and gets a bit twitchy when he has to stay calm for 
long periods. Speaking from personal experience, golf is definitely not his sport; 
after three holes he gets bored and just thinks to himself ‘Get Me Out Of Here’. 

Rob is a fun-loving person who throws himself into everything that Ardingly has 
to offer, and he isn’t shy to volunteer to take on extra tasks; he is the Treasurer of 
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groups, and is an inspiration to swimmers of all ages not least by teaching 
confidence in the water.

And now back to John the Legend. Few can fail to be inspired by the Whoop! 
Whoop! of success, and John’s awesome (if not entirely accurate) James Brown 
impersonations. Competition coach trips were much enhanced by the ‘Introduction 
to Cockney Rhyming Slang’, and the Landmark Recognition sessions as we 
entered the London boroughs heading for the Olympic Aquatics Centre, and 
silver success in the Bath and Otter Cup.

Student DB says ‘This is my seventh year of swimming instruction with John.  
I honestly couldn’t have asked for a better, more entertaining coach’ ; JM has 
remarked ‘He’s a funny guy, but he has also taught me everything I have needed 
to know how to succeed. TL wrote ‘He can’t be replaced! The pool will not be 
the same without him.’

We wish John the very best for the future in whatever he does, confident that he 
will not be spending his time just sitting around!

Katrina MacKay Bulger

Nettie Threadgold 

Nettie came to Ardingly in 1987 and ten years later moved into the old Woodard 
with her husband, Martin, the then Housemaster, and her three children, Karl, 
Chloe, and Romy. Having already been an integral part of House life, she 
stepped into the role of Matron in 2006. Over the last twenty-one years, a vast 
number of students, House staff, and their families have benefited enormously 
from her presence in the House, not only in the work that she does on a daily 
basis, but also the care and support that she has consistently given freely to all 
those who work with her. The commitment and energy that she has shown over 
such a long period have been personal qualities that all of us involved in the 
House will very much miss. 

Her skill set is quite remarkable. From fixing wardrobe malfunctions to making 
ball dresses, to furniture repairing and car maintenance, she seems capable of 
turning her hand to anything. Whilst the House staff deal with academic and 
pastoral matters, everybody knows that the person that actually runs the House 
is Nettie! In recent years, this has been exemplified in her determination to make 
the move of the Upper Sixth into Godwin Hall in 2013 as efficient as it could be. 
From developing systems to manage the unenviable task of organising fobs and 
desk drawer keys (since copied in the other Houses) to secretly installing a rack 
for the Housemaster’s bicycle, she has steadily implemented a range of 
improvements that continually seek to ease the running of the House. Never 
content to sit back, her resolute pushing of all those concerned to ensure that 
these changes happen have driven all of these enhancements. Perhaps most 
impressively, Nettie has actually been running two Houses, Woodard Boys and 
Woodard Girls, alongside each other at the same time, and yet she is still the 
person everybody, staff and students alike, turns to when something goes 
wrong. She fully understands the ways in which the House and the College work, 
and we will seriously have to reconsider our default response of ‘Ask Matron’ in 
the future!

Nettie feels that she is ready for a new challenge; exactly what this will be has  
yet to be determined. However, with the enormous range of talents and skills at 
her disposal, combined with her initiative and drive, whatever she decides upon, 
she will be a great success. Having worked with Nettie for the last nine years in 
Woodard, on a personal level, I will miss her tremendously. It is incredibly 
comforting to know that you work with somebody that can effortlessly solve any 
practical problems, and act as a sensible sounding board for any issues that 
arise in the House. Quite how we will cope next year remains to be seen. All of 
us in Woodard wish her the very best of success for the future, and hope that 
she will return to see us on a regular basis. 

Dylan Bennetts

Jessica Denniff (September 2016) 

Jess joined Ardingly’s Physical Education Department as a Sports Graduate and 
Hockey professional in September 2016. She had recently left Exeter University 
where she read Psychology, alongside playing First XI Hockey and Cricket. 

Since arriving, Jess has thrown herself into school life. Her experience as a 
Sevenoaks first team Hockey player and ex-Kent Cricketer has made her a key 
member of the College, Prep, and Pre-Prep coaching staff; her well-planned and 
executed coaching sessions have not only allowed her teams to grow and learn, 
but they have also allowed the staff around her to do the same. Her wealth of 
experience and knowledge have been obvious to anybody coaching alongside 
Jess, and we will be losing a very able coach next year. 

Jess has also taken it upon herself to carry on learning and progressing whilst 
here at the College, choosing to join the Psychology Department. She has spent 
the last year observing and teaching with the Department, allowing her to gain 
the much coveted classroom experience which will put her in good stead when 
she, we hope, ventures back to the academic world, later along the line. 

Jess has decided to leave the teaching world for a while, to try other things, and 
her expertise, enthusiasm, professionalism, and friendship will be sorely missed 
within the Department and the College as a whole. We wish her the best of luck, 
and look forward to hearing of her coming adventures. 

Emily Kirby-Jones

Jason Scrase  

Jason Scrase worked as the CCF SSI (School Staff Instructor) for two years. He 
worked hard to deliver the Army Cadet Syllabus to our cadets, and was able to 
use his knowledge from his extensive involvement with the Army Cadet Force, to 
help those cadets who wanted to progress with their military skills. His organisation 
and attention to detail were of immense value to the CCF, and he was able to get 
excellent reports from each and every required MOD inspection. He has been 
promoted to Major within the ACF, and now has his own detachment. We wish 
him all the best in the next stage of his career with the Cadets. 

Tim Sayers

SUPPORT STAFF

Sue Trimm   

Sue Trimm originally joined the Finance team in 1994 as a Finance Assistant, 
working for Phyl Rowntree, before leaving in 1997 to become a full-time mum to 
her four children. She was, however, soon asked to come back, returning to the 
same role in 2000 before being promoted to Finance Office Manager, responsible 
for the most important job in any organisation: payroll.

Known for her immense powers of concentration, Sue was able to tackle the 
most complex of tasks in a busy office whilst remaining completely focused. 
Having worked at the College for many years, she had also acquired a wealth  
of knowledge about staff, past and present, and knew the answer to virtually  
any question. She was also renowned for being extremely hardworking and 
conscientious and, despite being contracted to work only four days a week,  
she never quite managed to take her day off.

During her time at Ardingly, Sue was also a Trustee, and key contributor  
to the management, of the Ardingly College Retirement Benefit Scheme. She 
maintained this responsibility after she left, having only recently stood down.

Sue loved her holidays, and often had three or four in the pipeline. In recent years 
she had been on safari, explored Canada, taken a Mediterranean cruise, and 
driven the Pacific Coast Highway – as well as taking few city breaks in between, 
of course.

We were all sad to see Sue go in April 2016, when she left to take up a similar 
role at Lingfield College.

Shirley Howden
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THOMAS WILLIAM KING 1942-2018
Common Room: 1965 - 2002
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Tom began teaching at Ardingly in 1965. There is  
a story that the Headmaster, Christopher Bulteel, 
summoned his Head of Classics, Chris Potter, and 
said: “Here’s £5. Go to Trinity College, Cambridge 
and find us another Classicist.” He did and Tom 
remained at Ardingly for 37 years.

Tom taught Greek, Latin, Ancient History and Classical Civilisation and 
there is no doubt that his passion for both the Classical languages as 
well as Greek and Roman history shone through his teaching. Many of 
those OAs who corresponded with the family described him as brilliant 
and his teaching as inspirational and the reason they went on to study 
Classics or Ancient History at University. One of his Ancient History 
students in Tom’s later years was heard to say: 

 “	With	Thucydides	in	one	hand	and	Mr	King		
in	the	other,	you	can’t	go	wrong.”

But those who liked their learning to be neatly packaged often found 
themselves struggling with his discursive style. Digressions were meat 
and drink to Tom because he was always curious and his sharp 
intelligence made creative connections. But patience with his approach 
was nearly always rewarded and pupils were surprised at how much 
they had learnt. When he set a class essay, he would do the essay 
himself. While they might not satisfy today’s precise and laborious 
assessment objectives, these answers show, in clear, stylish prose,  
the remarkably original mind of a genuine scholar.

Tom was a stimulating academic colleague and those of us who 
shared the teaching of a group with him, were always challenged by 
his interesting ideas -often at variance with the received wisdom. 
Whether visiting the Parthenon, Hadrian’s Wall or the British Museum, 
those with him, colleagues and students alike, were always provoked 
by his careful observations and interesting questions. Tom modelled for 
all a genuine love of learning. It is no surprise that, on the day of Tom’s 
Thanksgiving Service, his former colleague, Dr Sam Moorhead, now 
based at the British Museum, devoted a public lecture in Tom’s honour.

Tom loved not only his subject but also people. He could talk to anyone 
about anything or everything -and he usually did! The unselfish interest 
he showed in others was by no means superficial, for he remembered 
all sorts of details about people. He held especially an astonishing 
range of detail in his head about each member of his House, Mertens, 
and about his Tutees and other pupils he came across.

To Tom, being a Housemaster was about getting to know individually 
his boys (and, before they had Houses of their own, girls), ensuring 
their lives were well balanced and seeing that they flourished in a 
system that was fair and just in its expectations. Those are his words. 
He attached more importance to what a Housemaster was than what 
he did. Former Deputy Headmaster, Martin Cannings, wrote: “Tom was 
the complete schoolmaster and his love and pastoral care for those in 
his charge was second to none.”

Any outstanding school such as Ardingly is always on the move.  
The ‘80s and ‘90s were times of great change. They were exciting and 
challenging years -and never comfortable, which was perhaps a good 
thing. Tom rose above the politics and the usual rumour mill, and never 
engaged in gossip or behind-the-scenes carping. Any disquiet he may 
have felt, he expressed openly to the appropriate people. To his 
colleagues, he wryly made his thoughts known by pinning on the 
Common Room board this quotation attributed -erroneously, it’s  
now thought- to Petronius, a courtier of Nero.

 “	...we	tend	to	meet	any	new	situation	by		
re-organising;	and	a	wonderful	method	it	can	be		
for	creating	the	illusion	of	progress	while	producing	
confusion,	inefficiency	and	demoralisation.”

The Thanksgiving Service for his life was held in Holy Trinity Church, 
Cuckfield, on the 23rd March 2018. It reflected Tom’s great love of 
music. As a Winchester Cathedral chorister, he had regularly sung the 
psalms and knew parts of many of them by heart. In the College, he 
played cello and double bass in the school orchestra and other music 
groups. He sang tenor and occasionally bass in the Choir, Singers  
and other groups. Outside the College, he sang in many local choral 
societies and played in several local orchestras, especially the 
Mid-Sussex Sinfonia, Sussex Festival Chorus and Haywards  
Heath Operatic. He also sung in the choir of Holy Trinity Church.

We shall always remember, as one OA has written: “a big man, ruddy 
cheeks, mischievous twinkle in his eyes, big voice, engaging teacher, 
great story-teller and all-round good egg.” Tom, with his magnetic smile, 
complete selflessness, humility and open-handed generosity, will live on in 
our hearts. He became, however, during his retirement, slowly, irrevocably 
and increasingly a victim to Alzheimer’s; he spent the last six years of 
his life in residential care, where he died on the 10th March 2018.

He leaves behind his wife, Andrea, a long-serving contributor to the  
life of the College, as a Housemaster’s wife, as leading light of the 
Friends and currently College Archivist. Tom’s two stepsons, Martin 
and Antony Warren, and his four daughters, Helen, Alice, Pauline and 
Fiona who were all pupils at the College, as well as his grandchildren. 
We share with them all our deepest sympathy and we thank God for 
the richness of Tom’s life and love which touched so many.

Atque in perpetuum, frater, ave atque vale. (Catullus 101:10) 

John Witherington
Common Room, 1978-2012

In July 2018, Tom’s 13 year-old and eldest grandson, 
Nicholas, cycled from Calais to the Col des Aravis in the 
French Alps, with his father, in memory of Tom. They started 
on Monday 9th July and on some days covered over 75 
miles. It is still possible to donate and all the money raised 
goes towards the work of the Alzheimer’s Society. For more 
information and to support Nicholas and his father please 
go to https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/
NickWarrenCoast2ColsforGrandad and click donate.



ANTHONY CHARLES BAILEY 
Nelson & C (1945 – 1952) 

Anthony Charles Bailey died peacefully on 26th December 2017, aged 
84. He is remembered by his loving wife, two daughters and one son, 
and seven grandchildren.

While at the College, Anthony was a Senior Prefect of Lewington in 1951 and 
Prefect of Chapel in 1952. He was involved in a number of societies and activities 
at the school, including the Papyrist Society. Anthony is noted in the annals for 
speaking at length in the Society meetings, on the history of the Church and for 
his monumental paper, with the formidable title, ‘A History of the Church in England, 
its Schisms and its Problems, both Past and Present’. He was a fiery member of 
the society and kindled the flames of a vehement discussion by speaking of ‘our 
milk and water religion’. Anthony was a keen musician and was heavily involved 
in the string quartet, choir competitions and even led, ‘a lot of boys who were 
not in the least musically minded [to] sing well and Bailey pulled the House to a 
very high standard (though not high enough for the adjudicator’s liking!) in our 
unison song’. In 1949 Anthony was Treasurer of the Model Railway Club.

Anthony Bailey moved to Australia for his adult life where he worked at the Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology as the Head of the Accounting Department and as 
an Associate Professor. He spent much of his time, also, in Singapore and Malaysia.

HARVEY BLENKIN 
G (1949 – 1952) 

Claire Irwin writes to tell us of her father’s death on June 9th 2016.

(Gerald) Harvey Blenkin (3rd May 1935 – 9th June 2016) was born in Leeds on  
the 3rd May 1935. His father’s second wife, Ethel, nurtured his musical talent and 
encouraged him to apply to King’s College Cambridge, where he was awarded a 
place as a chorister from 1944-1949 and then as a Choral Scholar from 1953-1957.

From 1949-1953, Harvey was a Music Scholar at Ardingly College, where he 
was given great opportunities to pursue his interests in Music, Drama and Sport. 
He also played the bassoon in the National Youth Orchestra from 1951-1953. 

At King’s College he learned to sing Falsetto; he loved singing in the choir, 
playing football, dating young foreign ladies and, perhaps least of all, studying! 
He graduated with a degree in History/Law (M.A., L.L.M.) in 1956-57 and went 
on to become an assistant solicitor in 1961 with Crombie, Wilkinson & Robinson 
of York and then as a partner in R.A. & C.P.Heptonstall of Goole from 1964-1980. 
Harvey spent time doing peripatetic tutoring in Drama with the West Riding County 
Council from 1965-68, as part of his work as a partner in the solicitors’ firm.

He was a founding member and honorary solicitor of Goole and District Citizens 
Advice Bureau, a Clerk to the Governors of Read School, Drax, Solicitor to Goole 
District Council and to the Internal Drainage Boards of Goole and Airmyn, Snaith, 
Cowick and went, in addition to serving as a Clerk to various local charities and 
other bodies.

In the 1960s and 70s Harvey was a leading member of the local Carlton Amateur 
Dramatics Society and sometimes sang with his Uncle Harry. They once performed 
Verdi’s ‘Requiem’ at the Royal Albert Hall. He also made a vain attempt at 
training the village Church choir (which wasn’t helped by a deaf organist!).

Harvey enjoyed visiting France for the food and wine, and spent a lot of time 
listening to his growing collection of classical music. He always had all of the 
latest musical or technical gadgets, about which he would enthuse, and in his 
later life was one of the few people of his age to have a Facebook account! 

In the 1980s he re-trained to become a successful member of the Crown 
Prosecution Service, working in Manchester, Runcorn and Warrington. Harvey 
continued to work part-time after retirement until he was 70.

Whilst in Cheshire, Harvey met his third wife Gertrude (Sam) Stott. Sam shared 
Harvey’s sense of humour and love of life and they were married for almost 30 
years. Their shared interests included foreign travel to Europe.

Harvey died after a short illness, which he faced with great courage. He was 
brave and articulate to the end. Harvey’s last written words to his friends, in an 
email dated 12th May 2016, were as follows: “I have enjoyed a long life and do 
not complain. My musical years at King’s and Ardingly were idyllic. I have three 
lovely daughters and four grand-children of whom I am very proud… I would like 
to say that I have found my Christian faith again, and I shall be leaving as a 
contented person”. He is survived by his three daughters, Claire, Victoria  
and Caroline and grand-children Thomas, Joseph, Alice and Alexander. 

THOMAS HILDRED CHRISTIE 
Thomas Hildred Christie was in Houses Grenville and Rhodes between 
1938 and 1944.

His younger brother, James, also attended the College between 1937 and 1939. 
Thomas was involved in athletics and was awarded his Running Colours. He was 
also keen on rowing.

PETER EDWARDS 
JH & C (1960 – 1968) 

It was with great sadness that we heard about the death of The Revd 
Canon Peter Edwards. Peter died on May 4th 2018 aged 68. He took 
part in a great variety of the things on offer at Ardingly during his time here 
with from canal boat trips, the Linguists and drama all getting a mention in 
the Annals. I particularly like the criticism of his role in THE LONG AND 
THE SHORT AND THE TALL in 1967.

Sergeant Mitchem, played by Peter Edwards, is also an awkward part in places. 
His command of the patrol must be absolute: it is all too easy to let Johnstone 
steal his thunder. After the first night, Edwards never allowed him to do this: there 
was never any doubt as to who was in charge of the patrol. The speeches in which 
he addresses the patrol with heavy-handed sarcasm were beautifully done, as was 
his main speech in Act II, with its strong contrast that brought the audience up 
sharply every night:

“Few weeks after that, he’s lying on his back with his feet in the air, and a hole as 
big as your fist in his belly. And he’s nothing.” His accent tended to waver between 
a breed of Cockney and a more refrained’ speech, but this was the only spot on a 
very clear and sympathetic performance.

After leaving Ardingly he did a degree in English and then taught for some years.  
In 1983, he began ordination training at St Stephen’s House, and was ordained 
deacon in 1985 and priest in 1986 in the diocese of Southwark. Peter served his 
title at St Augustine’s, Lee, in Grove Park, before moving to Christ the King, 
Salfords, where he was Vicar from 1990 to 1997. In 1997, he moved to St Mary’s, 
Newington, before moving to Spain in 2003. He first moved to Spain to experience 
a more relaxed pace of life. It was not long, however, before his extensive experience 
as a priest was called upon, and he left his intended retirement to accept the call to 
lead the team of priests serving the parish of Holy Spirit, Costa Blanca. His Bishop 
writes “Under his proficient pastoral oversight as Senior Chaplain he nurtured a warm, 
open, accommodating and gently Catholic expression of Church life across the 8 
congregations of the chaplaincy. With this he combined gifts of meticulous pastoral 
care, a sense of humour and a confident, no nonsense approach to Church life. He 
was warmly accepted and appreciated as a colleague by the local Roman Catholic 
clergy and did much to deepen our ecumenical relations in Costa Blanca.”

Peter visited the College recently and had plans to attend various reunions. He 
wrote to me after his visit to say “I informed Fr Adrian that the crucifix over the 
pulpit was given by my father when I left in ‘68; and the Crypt was where on Good 
Friday 1967 I was called by God to be a priest, right between the eyes... I was last 
at the College 20 years ago, and then 10 years before that. Last Wednesday 
proved to be a phenomenally moving day in the company of another priest with 
whom I trained 34 years ago.”

Andrea King (Archivist)

The memorial of Peter Edwards will be:

A Requiem Mass on Thursday 6th September - 3.00pm. Southwark Cathedral 
Sir David Manning will be giving the eulogy. 
The service will be followed by a reception in the Retro Choir.

Please contact Mary Rigby for more information: 07729 277567

TADEUSZ KWIATKOWSKI 
Tadeusz (Ted) Kwiatkowski was born Poland, 1929. By 1940, Ted’s 
father was in the Polish army. He and his family had to hide out in the 
forest away from the Russian troops who were searching for them. The 
Russians eventually captured them and the family were shipped to a 
Russian labour camp. When Germany and Russia became enemies, 
Stalin allowed the Polish army to reform. Ted’s father and friends booked 
a goods wagon and, in 1942, the families fled to the south of Russia.  
Ted did not see his father again until 1948.
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Ted and his family had a circuitous route to safety. Ted’s mother had asked the 
army for help to get them over the border and the army said that they would help  
if she could get them to the convoy. It was a full day’s march to the convoy and 
because Ted was young and not well fed, he could not walk the following day. This 
was the last army convoy to cross the Russian border. The group then crossed the 
Caspian Sea to Iran, then the Persian Gulf to India, Pakistan and on to Mombassa. 
Finally, in 1947, Ted and his family reached Uganda. In 1948, Ted’s father was 
demobbed to Liverpool where he was then transferred to the Canadian Army 
camp at Borde Hill. Ted and his family were finally reunited with each other there 
although Ted briefly attended a Polish school in Norfolk. In September 1948, Ted 
gained employment at Ardingly, a temporary measure which lasted 57.5 years! He 
started as a dining room attendant then became a boiler man which was shift work 
thus allowing him to work with the maintenance team that was, in those days, 
based in the Hangar. At Ardingly, he met Pam whom he married and they had a 
daughter, Jane, who attended Oathall, went on to university and achieved  
a First degree in French language. In 1992, Ted was awarded the MBE. 

JOHN POWELL 
JH & A (1939 – 1946) 

John Powell died in May 2018 was the brother of Peter (JH & A 1939-1948) 
and Tim (JH & B 1944-1949). John (‘Ginger’) was introduced to trout 
fishing by the JH House Master, Winnington-Ingram, who took a group of 
boys to Scotland each year in the summer holidays. All three experienced 
being hungry in the war years, seeing doodle bombers over the viaduct, 
and the wisdom of Headmaster Canon Crosse.

John extended his national service commission by two years and spent some 
time with BAT in Africa. He then obtained a top job in the City which enabled him 
to retire at 52. He indulged his passion for fishing by having a house on each 
coast of Scotland, fished in Russia, Iceland and 9 times in the Tierra Feugo.  
He is survived by his wife, two children and one grandchild. 

Peter made his name at Ardingly with cricket and Tim with athletics and the riding club, 
which included Clive Brooke, Bolam, Michael Skinner, Barry Kennilworth and Edwards. 

Both obtained national service commission and lost their wives in 2014.  
Peter became a doctor and had two daughters and Tim’s two sons boarded  
at St Peters in York where of course Ardingly’s Head had been a master.

ROBERT WILLIAM VINCENT 
C (1950 – 1959) 

Robert William Vincent started in the Junior School in September 1950  
and then moved up to the Senior School. During his time at the College  
he participated in an Organ Recital on the evening of Saturday March 22nd 
1958. Unfortunately the organ itself was short of breath and partly out of 
action, in spite of the odd noises, Vincent opened the recital with three choral 
preludes and concluded the concert with an impressive performance of 
Cesar Franck Chorale No. 3 in A minor – a difficult enough work under  
the best of conditions, but doubly so with the organ in its present state!

Vincent was a House Prefect of Lewington until he left the College in 1959 to 
pursue his musical studies and later became a professional musician, with accolades 
including Organist of St Martin in the Fields (1968-77) and Manchester Cathedral 
(1977-80), Director of Music at Whitgift School (1980-95) and Woldingham School 
(1995-99) amongst other titles.

GEOFFREY HARMAN 
After leaving Ardingly, Geoffrey studied at the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors in Parliament Square, London and qualified as a Chartered 
Quantity Surveyor in 1957. He was then called up for National Service 
applied for Air Field Construction in the R.A.F. He was accepted but after his 
Army medical examination was turned down due to his short-sightedness. 
He married in September 1958 and then worked for a firm of Chartered 
Surveyors. That same year, Geoffrey and his wife attended the Centenary 
Day on June 14th 1958 at Ardingly.

Over the years, Geoffrey worked for 3 or 4 firms and then became the Assistant to 
an Architect who was developing properties in London. When this Architect retired, 
Geoffrey worked as a Consultant for a few years. He later became a Tutor at the 
London Polytechnic College and following this he joined an Engineering friend,  
who had a business in Glasgow, as his Quantity Surveyor. 

He had a career change in the late 80s, setting up a business with his younger son, 
running a pub in Derbyshire. Following this, he then retired at 70 and continued to 
live in Tadworth, Surrey. Unfortunately he had a severe stroke last November and 
died in December 2017. 

Memory Lane
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ROGER GROVE SMITH 
Drake & C (1937 – 1945) and Master of Junior School (1967 – 1986) 

Roger (8th August 1927 – 27th October 2017) was at Ardingly as a pupil, 
taught here briefly for a year after the war and then, after a stint teaching in 
Teheran, he came back and for 19 years as the Master of Junior School, 
taking over in 1967. In the same year, day boys made their appearance and 
the school thus expanded beyond the limit of about 120 which had been 
imposed by the dormitory accommodation. A challenge for the new Master 
and Roger rose valiantly to the occasion, improving conditions for boarders 
and increasing the number of day boys.

In 1971, the introduction of cafeteria catering with both schools eating in the  
main hall released the Junior School’s dining hall to become an assembly hall and 
theatre. Previously the Junior School had had to use the Under for assemblies and 
plays. This was the ideal situation for Roger, who had a great love of Drama, and 
his productions are remembered by many. “Oliver!” was a great favourite and 
Roger delighted in using talent amongst both boys and staff to produce numerous 
really memorable evenings. The Mid Sussex Times report of one performance 
mentions a big cast. 116 pupils, past and present staff and their wives were  
on stage or in the wings, a major feat in itself.

Roger Grove Smith should be remembered, among many other things, for 
emphasising the independence of the Junior School so that gradually ‘Junior House’ 
and ‘J.H.’ became out of date and the school was recognised in its own right. 

By 1986, it had been decided to admit girls and although Roger had a year to  
go before retirement age he decided to let a new man be in charge of this new 
situation. He and Lorna retired to Minehead and had many happy years there until 
his death last autumn after a fall in his garden. He will be much missed and we 
send our condolences to all his family.

WARREN MUSK 
JH & G (1972 – 1982) 

In ten years at Ardingly College, Warren was an ‘overseas boarder’, flying 
from Latin America from the age of seven, using a faint international accent 
and reminding us of his fluency in Spanish (he disdained reading Spanish 
books for A level and told the oral examiner their accent was lousy). 

A worshipper of all things Argentine (‘not Argentinian, you muppet!’), from Carlos 
Reutemann to Diego Maradona, Warren’s football highlight was when Argentina 
beat England on their way to winning the World Cup in 1986 – and didn’t we know 
it. In 1998 he was the one waving Beckham off while we gnashed our teeth. The 
other footballing love of his was Leeds United and he made several trips with other 
LUFC supporting OAs like Simon Melik to watch the Whites. On the Ardingly 
Football Tour to America in ’81, he introduced us to giant pizza and mini burger 
houses in Downtown New York and New Jersey. He stood out in a very strong 
Under 15 football side that included Alex Harris, Andy Cole-Bowen, Dave Smith, 
Guy Bevir, Simon Melik, Pete Germain, Bob Gillespie, Glen Pierce and Iain Stringer. 
Despite breaking his wrist on the first day of the season there was not the faintest 
hint of complaint - a trait we saw throughout his life until December 2016 when he 
lost a fierce battle with cancer.

He won full school colours for Football, Rugby (despite hating the game) and 
Cricket, and loved Squash, especially playing with Nick Lionnet. He could claim  
to be an international cricketer, as he had played for Uruguay. Later he loved the 

solitude of fishing and reduced his Golf Handicap to 12. Always he cracked jokes: 
with teammates, opposition and anyone who would listen. At school, he was 
unrepentant at bringing in 200 Marlby Lights or having a few cans with other lads. 
Despite this, his House and Housemaster ‘Iggy’ Potts were fiercely loyal to him and 
he was made Head of House in his final year, winning the Thwaites Bowl, which he 
picked up as nonchalantly as if it was a pint of Fosters. Not one to bother with 
working too hard, he had a photographic memory, and asked ‘How many 
syllables?’ when one of us got over-loquacious.

After School, he played for the OAFC (1st & Vets) for over 10 years and was 
Captain and Secretary. In OAs Cricket he once scored 100 before lunch at Cricket 
Week, pulling and cutting with savagery and smashing the ball to all parts. He  
was a brilliant gully fielder and bowled useful medium pace. He studied Hotel 
Management at Rochester State, New York, returning to work at The Mayfair  
and Scott’s of Mayfair before buying the Beetle & Wedge in Moulsford 

He leaves three very different but capable children. With Amanda he had Ollie, a 
beautiful girl, top netball player and Jack, just signed by Harlequins, which caused 
us quite a bit of mirth given Warren’s view of the game. Both siblings are incredibly 
close to their younger sister, Gabriella, his daughter by Stephanie, who is the spitting 
image of her ‘Papa’ not just in looks but manner. At work, the most sarcastic bloke 
you could meet transformed into charming front of house restaurant owner in an 
instant. Despite expecting the best from his staff, he created the same fierce loyalty 
as at School. He was a superb cook and ran shift after shift at the grill.

Warren’s funeral was attended by his school mates, his family and friends from the 
Village. More than 200 crammed into the Beetle afterwards. Warren would have 
loved it, standing there in a t-shirt and a pair of jeans with a pint of lager and taking 
the piss out of our over-sentimentality.

TRIBUTES
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Ardingly College 

School Cap

£10

Ardingly College 
Boxer Shorts
£10

Old Ardinian 
Tie Town£15

Old Ardinian 

Tie School

£15

Ardingly College 

Monopoly

£9.99
Ardingly College 

Teddy Bear
£18

Ardingly College 

Scarf

£40

Please contact the school shop at maxine.harding@ardingly.com  
or 01444 893080 to enquire about Merchandise

Old Ardinian Tie Country (polyester) 
£15.00

Old Ardinian Tie Town (polyester) 
£15.00

Old Ardinian Tie School (polyester) 
£15.00

Ardingly College Socks 
£10.00

Ardingly College Tie (silk) 
£25.00

Ardingly College Scarf  
£40.00

Ardingly College Silver Pelican Cufflinks £95.00

Ardingly College Silver Pelican Pendant £45.00

Ardingly College Silver Pelican Key Fob £45.00

Ardingly College Boxer Shorts 
£10.00

Ardingly College Notelets in aid of Kenya School £5.00

Ardingly College School Cap 
£10.00

Ardingly College Teddy Bears 
£18.00

Ardingly College Monopoly Board 
£9.99 

Ardingly College Earrings 
£65.00

Ardingly College Wooden Placks 
£30.00
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ACTIVITY CONTACT PHONE EMAIL

College Alumni Coordinator & Ardinian Editor Georgie Barry 01444 893267 georgie.barry@ardingly.com
OA President Nick Henderson 07889 565060 nrwh@btinternet.com
Vice President James Nye 07785 296584 james.nye@kcl.ac.uk
College Archivist Andrea King 01444 893082 andrea.king@ardingly.com
OA Archivist Mark Keatley-Palmer 01580 200592 mark@sycamoredesign.co.uk
Ardingly College Lodge Secretary Christopher Wilson 07703 847901 chriswilsonkempton@hotmail.co.uk
OA Motorcycling Society Nick Turnstill 01892 610808 nick@southeastbiker.co.uk

Ardingly in Africa

Langalanga Scholarship fund (Kenya) Harry Vialou Clark 01264 773674 vialouclark@btinternet.com
TangaCulture Street Children Project (Ghana) Anthony Lovat 01444 891119 anthony.lovat@ardingly.com

Old Ardinian Curry Clubs

Crowborough Mark Keatley-Palmer 01580 200592 mark@sycamoredesign.co.uk
Haywards Heath Fenella Holmes 01444 893345 fenella@fenellaholmes.com
London Liz Seager 07956 300093 seager@beaveruk.com

OA Sports

Golf Simon Chapman schapman@norex.co.uk
Cricket Courtney Austin 0787 6396543 courtneydjaustin@gmail.com
Football Jack Bowman jaba.bowman@btinternet.com
Hockey Felix Kempf felixkempf@googlemail.com
Sailing David Macdonald davidmacdonald127@btinternet.com

Old Ardinians Regional Representatives

Australia / New Zealand John Beaty 03 9583 9991
Germany Max Lobermeyer
Mediterranean (West) Jonathan Deeley 07889 731 658
Hong Kong Mark Sharp
Scandinavia Mike Story
South Africa (Cape Town) Max Ellwood
USA (Mid West) Timothy Day 773 612 4821
USA / Canada (West) Peter Tuck
UK (East Anglia) Peter Newnham 01502 475116
UK (West Midlands) Michael Stables 01386 841638

CONTACTS



List of  
events

2018
SEPTEMBER

23rd OA Football

25th Veterans’ Day

OCTOBER

11th Careers Event - International 
Languages and Business

13th OA Sailing Arrow Trophy

13th German OA Reunion

NOVEMBER

10th 5 Year Reunion 2013

14th Careers Event - Politics

29th 10 Year Reunion 2008

DECEMBER

9th Carol Service

To stay up to date with all events, make sure you update the 
network with your details by going to www.acglobalconnect.com

To inquire or get involved, email Georgie.Barry@ardingly.com 

FORTHCOMING 
 OA Hockey 

Veterans’ London Lunch 

OA Day 




